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Dec.  22,  1942 


Dear  Dr.  Meyer: 

As  a  final  protest  against  administrative  r>olicies, 
I  have  been  compelled  to  submit  my  resignation  as  a  Professor  in 
the  Department  of  Pathology,  Bacteriology  and  Public  Health  to  the 
President  on  October  27,  1942,  to  be  effective  at  his  pleasure  but 
not  later  than  January  1,  1943. 

The  reasons  for  this  step  go  back,  first,  to  the 
failure  of  the  University  administration  to  carry  out  certain 
definite  commitments  made  to  me  when  I  first  became  connected  with 
the  University  (1916-20)-,  and  secondly,  the  definite  violation  of  a 
code  of  ethics  which  in  scientific  circles  is  taken  for  granted, 
namely,  the  transfer  of  a  major  research  problem  from  an  individual 
or  group  of  individuals  in  one  department  (where  it  originated  and 
was  in  the  process  of  development)  to  a  totally  different  individual 
in  another  department  without  as  much  as  the  courtesy  of  a  discus- 
sion of  the  transfer.   Furthermore,  the  provision  for  such  an  in- 
dividual of  apparatus,  funds,  assistants,  etc.  which  had  been  denied, 
despite  repeated  requests,  to  the  originating  group. 

I  had  anticipated,  that,  after  a  connection  of  some 
twenty-six  years  with  the  University  of  Illinois,  I  might  at  least 
have  the  opportunity  of  explaining  the  simple  reason  for  my  resigna- 
tion to  my  faculty  colleagues.   This,  however,  has-  been  denied  me  on 
the  administrative  assumption  that  a  resignation  is  of  no  concern 
to  the  faculty,  but  is  purely  an  administrative  and  Trustee  affair. 
(See  letters  37-38-39) 

In  view  of  this  decision  I  have  prepared  a  memor- 
andum addressed  to  you  as  President  of  the  Board,  in  which,  on  the 
basis  of  the  correspondence  arranged  in  chronological  order,  I  have 
outlined  in  brief  form,  the  development  of  this  conflict.  Factors 
not  immediately  relevant  have  been  omitted.  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  you  are  quite  familiar  with  the  difficulties  that  those  of  us 
who  were  directly  in  the  Department  of  Pathology,  Bacteriology  and 
Public  Health,  have  experienced  in  the  past  decades  because  of  ad- 
ministrative ineptitude. 

I  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  because  of  the  implication  in  the  letter  of  the  Executive 
Dean  Allen  (December  4)  that  any  action  in  this  connection  comes 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Trustees. 


I  HE  LlBKAKY  Ut-  IHt 

.  FEB  43 

UNIVERSITY  OF  IU 


In  view  of  the  fact  that  certain  fundamental 
principles  of  University  practices  and  procedure  are  involved  in 
the  controversy  I  believe  that,  the  views  of  the  Administrators  to 
the  contrary,  the  Faculties  of  the  Colleges  have  the  right  to  the 
information  contained  in  this  correspondence.   Only  my  resignation 
gives  me  the  freedom  to  make  this  possible  and  under  the  circum- 
stances I  shall  feel  at  liberty  to  make  clearly  evident  the  course 
of  administrative  action  and  inaction,  after  first  acquainting  the 
Board  of  Trustees  with  the  circumstances . 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

Wm.  F.  Petersen,  M.D, 
WP:MR 


Dr.  Karl  Meyer, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees 
University  of  Illinois, 
Chicago,  111. 


Dec.  22.  1942 

Gentlemen: 

I  am  herewith  submitting  for  your  information  factual  data  in  connec- 
tion with  certain  difficulties  that  have  appeared  to  impede  normal  progress  in 
fields  of  medical  research  that  were  of  great  interest  to  me  and  might  seem  to 
have  had  some  general  significance. 

The  conflicts  that  arose  therewith  had  many  ramifications  which  can- 
not even  be  touched  upon,  and  I  have  therefore  confined  the  presentation  to  a 
discussion  of  a  sharp  conflict  with  the  University  administrators  (Willard  - 
Carmichael  -  Davis),  which  has  finally  led  to  my  resignation. 

Apart  from  a  brief  introduction  I  have  limited  this  to  the  corres- 
pondence that  has  passed  between  us .   For  the  past  six  years  I  have  insisted 
on  a  written  record,  for  I  found  that  previous  verbal  promises  and  agreements 
had  no  validity  as  far  as  University  authorities  were  concerned: 

The  Graduate  School.   During  the  administration  of  Dean  Daniels 
(Dr.  Welker  being  the  permanent  secretary  of  the  local  group)  their  activities 
were  confined  largely  to  an  annual  address,  encouraging  us  to  do  investigative 
work. 

About  1930,  at  the  insistence  of  Dr.  Welker,  'Graduate  Work'  was 
organized  on  a  mass  scale,  with  the  production  of  many  decorative  degrees 
(Masters  of  Science,  Doctors  of  Philosophy,  etc.). 

Carmichael  was  appointed  Acting  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School  in  1932, 
a  man  totally  uninformed  in  biology  and  medicine.  He  fitted  very  well  into 
the  program  of  expansion,  because  it  has  been  the  practice  in  Urbana  for  many 
years  to  issue  Master's  Degrees  ad  lib,  because  of  their  popularity  for  school 
teachers,  etc. 

The  results  of  this  campaign  are  indicated  in  the  total  number  of 
Master's  Degrees  issued  during  the  years  1931-32-33.   This  procedure  was 
farcical.   First,  because  the  local  staff  of  the  University  was  wholly  inade- 
quate to  handle  much  in  the  way  of  graduate  work;  secondly,  because  the  funds 
were  equally  inadequate;  and  third,  because  the  medical  students  themselves 
had  no  time  to  carry  on  any  serious  problems,  they  were  regimented.   Spare 
time  work  of  such  poorly  trained  men  merely  impeded  the  more  serious  work  of 
the  staff. 

The  candidates  for  Degrees  of  Doctors  of  Philosophy  were  often  of 
technician  mentality,  poorly  educated  in  the  fundamentals.   From  the  very 
first  I  objected  to  the  character  of  the  undertaking  because  it  cheapened  the 
standing  of  the  University  degrees  and  built  up  a  false  front  to  hide  the 
ugly  fact  that  actual  research  on  a  broad  scale  was  wholly  subordinated  to  the 
characteristic  'pebble  picking'  which,  unfortunately,  so  often  characterizes 
University  departments. 

When  I  first  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  Dean  Carmichael  in  1932 
I  frankly  expressed  my  opinion  of  the  entire  performance  of  the  Graduate 
School  as  I  had  observed  it  in  the  past  years:  the  total  lack  of  funds,  the 
futility  of  trying  to  carry  on  any  investigative  work  on  a  broad  basis.  Dur- 
ing all  preceding  years  I  had  only  once  obtained  a  stipend  of  $750  in  1929 
which,  together  with  an  equal  amount  which  had  been  granted  to  Dr.  Arnold,  was 
used  to  employ  a  chemical  technician  to  inaugurate  our  studies  which  linked 
chemical  changes  to  the  weather  in  which  the  individual  lived.   No  other  funds 
were  ever  obtained  before  or  after. 


Dean  Carmichael  did  not  relish  my  comments.   His  sole  mentor  was 
Dr.  Welker. 

A  table  and  graph  attached  here  will  make  evident  the  fact  that  in 
the  beginning  of  this  period  of  organization  of  the  Graduate  School  for  the 
Chicago  Departments,  Master's  Degrees  were  freely  issued,  reaching  a  total  of 
33  in  1931.  When  I  saw  the  farcical  nature  of  the  proceedings  I  made  every 
effort  to  discourage  this  prostitution  of  degrees  that  would  sooner  or  later 
reflect  on  proper  standards.   It  is  possible  that  my  criticism  may  have  had 
some  influence,  for  the  number  of  degrees  was  rapidly  reduced.   It  may  be  of 
interest  to  observe  that  in  one  of  the  best  conducted  departments,  namely, 
that  of  Anatomy,  only  4  such  degrees  have  been  recorded  in  the  period  from 
1930  to  1942.   In  Bacteriology  41  (this  was  the  Division  under  Dr.  Arnold:). 

During  the  course  of  the  next  two  years  I  expressed  my  opinion 
rather  freely  concerning  the  character  of  the  various  candidates  that  were  up 
for  examination  for  Ph.  D.  degrees. 

In  the  meantime  my  colleague  Arnold,  Professor  of  Bacteriology,  had 
approached  his  relation  to  the  Graduate  School  in  a  much  more  realistic  fash- 
ion.  By  contacting  commercial  firms  he  had  obtained  numerous  grants-in-aid, 
presumably  for  research  of  a  semi -commercial  character.   By  promising  Ph.  D. 
and  Master's  Degrees,  he  obtained  assistants  to  carry  on  the  work  at  small 
stipends,  while  some  of  the  funds  were  diverted  to  his  own  use.  Departmental 
supplies  were  devoted  to  outside  staff  and  outside  laboratories.  All  of  this 
developed  into  what  is  popularly  described  as  a  'racket'. 

One  of  his  men,  a  certain  Weiss,  an  ex-Viennese  medical  graduate 
and  a  psychopathic  personality,  was  such  a  candidate  for  a  Ph.  D.  degree.   I 
was  familiar  with  his  character  and  his  record.  He  had  made  it  his  business 
to  get  into  all  the  private  offices  of  the  University  staff  during  the  nights 
when  he  was  presumably  carrying  on  research  work,  and  read  all  correspondence, 
He  wrote  scurrilous  anonymous  letters  and  cards  to  staff  men,  among  others  to 
my  colleague  Jaf f e .   I  called  the  attention  of  Dean  Davis  and  Dean  Carmichael 
to  the  undesirability  of  such  a  candidate. 

They  ignored  my  protest  and  I  therefore  declined  to  accept  any 
further  responsibility  for  affairs  in  the  Graduate  School  and  refused  to  take 
any  further  students  from  the  Graduate  School.   In  connection  with  this  I 
sent  in  my  resignation. 

Dean  Carmichael  and  Dr.  Welker  obviously  resented  this. 

As  a  result  of  this  protest  I  was  more  than  ever  in  bad  repute  with 
the  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School  and  the  results  of  this  disfavor  were  not 
long  in  developing. 

Incidentally  the  ultimate  history  of  this  splendid  recipient  of  a 
Ph.  D.  of  the  University  of  Illinois  Medical  School,  is  related  to  the 
scandal  associated  with  the  dismissal  of  my  colleague  Arnold  from  the 
Bacteriological  Division  and  has  come  to  the  attention  of  some  of  the  Trust- 
ees of  the  University. 

Late  in  October,  1935  a  news  item  was  published  in  the  Chicago 
papers  that  the  University  of  Illinois  Medical  School  was  going  into  the 
study  of  the  effect  of  weather  on  the  human  being  in  a  large  way,  particular- 
ly as  it  effected  heart  and  metabolic  diseases.   This,  it  appeared  from  the 
article,  was  a  development  of  an  interest  that  had  occupied  the  Illinois 
group  for  some  years.   (What  group  it  involved,  apart  from  the  interests  of 
my  immediate  associates  was  not  quite  clear;  Dr.  Welker  had  been  interested 


MASTER'S  DEGREES 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 
1930-1942 


Department       1 

930 
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4 
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41 
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1 
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12 
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1 
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2 

3 

19 

Gyne .  and  Ob . 

3 

1 

1 

5 
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4 

2 

3 
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1 

17 

Physiolog.  Chem. 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

11 

Surgery 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

9 

Anatomy 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Dental  Therapeu. 

1 

1 

Juvenile  Behavior 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Medicine 

1 

1 

4 

4 

10 

Metallurgy 

1 

1 

Dental  Path. 

1 

1 

Psychiatry 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Pediatrics 

1 

1 

2 

Neurosurgery 

1 

1 

Dental  Histology 

1 

1 

Orthopedics 

1 

1 

Totals  7   33   30   27   10   9   8   10  12   10  13   18    5   192 


only  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  pollen  content  in  the  air  and  resulting 
allergic  conditions  and  Dr.  Keeton  had  in  no  way  or  fashion  been  interested). 
At  the  time  when  this  news  article  was  published  I  had  on  my  desk,  ready  for 
publication,  a  660  page  folio  volume  dealing  with  the  effect  of  weather  on 
cardio-vascular-renal  conditions. 

According  to  the  article  which  appeared  in  the  press  an  arrangement 
had  been  entered  into  between  the  University  (Graduate  School)  and  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Heating  and  Ventilating  Engineers  whereby  air  conditioned 
rooms  were  to  be  provided,  as  well  as  funds  for  research. 

In  1934  Mr.  Wiilard  had  been  appointed  President  of  the  University. 
To  those  of  us  interested  in  the  weather  problem  this  offered  some  encourage- 
ment, for  Wiilard  was  an  engineer  by  profession  and  had  been  interested  in 
ventilating  and  air  conditioning.   On  his  first  visit  to  the  school  in  the 
autumn  of  1934,  Dean  Davis  introduced  me  to  the  President,  calling  his  atten- 
tion to  the  broad  scope  of  the  weather  investigation  I  had  undertaken. 

Wiilard  seemed  preoccupied  and  when  I  stressed  the  fact  that  I  had 
been  asking  for  assistance  in  the  form  of  some  air  conditioned  rooms  for  the 
past  five  years  or  more,  he  simply  dismissed  the  subject  with  a  statement 
"that  five  years  meant  nothing  in  a  research  project."   It  was  an  inauspic- 
ious beginning  for  the  decade  of  his  Presidency,  as  far  as  we  were  concerned. 

The  contract  between  the  University  and  the  American  Association  of 
Heating  and  Ventilating  Engineers  had  been  arranged  by  the  University  author- 
ities -  Welker,  Carmichael,  etc.  -  and  was  approved  by  Dean  Davis  and  the 
President  of  the  University. 

Not  one  word  was  ever  said  to  me  either  before  or  after  this  con- 
tract  was  made  and  not  until  the  following  year  was  I  informed  of  it.   In  the 
meantime  control  rooms  were  built  and  equipped  and  the  entire  project  placed 
under  the  exclusive  control  of  Dr.  Keeton,  the  Head  of  the  Department  of 
Medicine. 

Up  to  the  year  1935,  Dr.  Keeton  had  never  shown  any  interest  in  the 
effect  of  the  environment  on  man.   He  had  at  no  time  revealed  any  originality 
in  any  investigative  problem  and  his  interests  had  been  largely  confined  to 
the  subject  of  diabetes  and  related  metabolic  problems.   He  extended  gratui- 
tous medical  service  to  the  University  administrators  and  to  their  families. 

During  the  entire  time  that  he  had  been  in  the  Department  of  Medi- 
cine (after  the  death  of  Williamson)  he  had  observed  the  work  that  my  associ- 
ates and  I  were  doing  on  the  patients  being  studied  in  the  ward,  but  had 
shown  no  interest  other  than  occasional  comments  indicating  a  large  degree  of 
skepticism  of  the  work. 

Now  he  was  given  research  equipment  and  rooms,  provided  with  funds 
to  employ  assistants  and  had  the  entire  backing  of  the  Graduate  Administration 
to  pursue  studies  in  a  field  in  which  I  had  been  pleading  for  assistance  for 
years.  He  had  beds  -  I  had  none.   The  door  was  literally  slammed  in  my  face 
and  the  obvious  implications  were  apparent  to  my  colleagues,  both  in  and  out- 
side of  the  University. 

My  immediate  associates,  Dr.  Howe,  Mrs.  Milliken,  Dr.  Berg,  etc. 
continued  the  routine  study  of  a  few  patients  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital 
but  the  cooperation  that  they  obtained  from  the  internes  and  nursing  staff  of 
the  Medical  Department  was  such  that  both  Mrs.  Milliken  and  Dr.  Howe  finally 
resigned. 


In  1936  Welker  casually  mentioned  the  fact  of  the  arrangement  that 
had  been  made  between  the  Graduate  School  and  the  American  Society  of  Heating 
and  Ventilating  Engineers.  This  was  my  first  official  intimation,  for  the 
gentlemen  had  studiously  avoided  the  subject.   I  told  Dr.  Welker  most  em- 
phatically what  I  thought  of  the  deal  which  he  had  engineered.  Very  shortly 
after  that  I  had  the  honor  of  a  visit  from  Dr.  Davis  and  at  that  time  I  ex- 
pressed my  opinion  of  his  complete  betrayal  of  the  interests  of  the  members 
of  his  own  department  who  had  most  loyally  served  the  University  under  his 
jurisdiction  for  almost  twenty  years. 

I  asked  the  permission  of  Dean  Davis  to  discuss  the  matter  with  the 
President  and  was  granted  an  interview  in  Urbana  on  May  29,  1937.  Willard 
listened  patiently  for  ten  minutes  and  then  suggested  that  I  write  out  a  de- 
tailed plan  for  a  limited  study  of  certain  diseases.  My  protest  of  the 
arrangements  were  not  considered  of  any  moment,  stress  now  being  placed  on  a 
cooperative  enterprise. 

With  this  as  a  background,  the  following  correspondence  and  the 
comments  thereon  will  present  a  clear  picture  of  the  sequence  of  events. 


By  1935  I  had  become  well  aware  of  the  serious   Irregular- 
ities  (scientifically,   financially,    etc.)    that  were  occurring  in  the 
bacteriology  division  In  connection  with  the  Graduate  School  and  with 
the  official  confirmation  of  the  actual   betrayal  of  our  Interest   In 
the  field  of  the  weather  research  by  the  contract  entered   into  the 
graduate  school,   I  finally  sent   In  my  resignation  from,  the  Graduate 
faculty  on  May  5,    1936     (1). 


May  5,  1936 


(1) 
TO   CARMICHAEL 

My  dear  Dean  Carmichael : 

I  will  appreciate  it  if  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  accept  my  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Gradu- 
ate Faculty  to  become  effective  at  the  end  of  this  present 
semester. 

While  the  difficulties  that  prompt  me 
are  of  such  long  standing  that  they  may  be  regarded  as  quite 
chronic  (and  they  of  course  hinge  largely  on  the  fact  that 
neither  adequate  laboratory  facilities  nor  funds  have  ever 
been  available  for  investigative  work  in  the  department)  more 
recent  events  have  brought  about  a  situation  in  connection 
with  which  my  point  of  view  is  obviously  at  variance  with  that 
of  my  colleagues.   Inasmuch  as  Dr.  Davis,  the  Head  of  the  De- 
partment, is  thoroughly  informed  and  the  problem  is  local  and 
personal,  the  simple  solution  that  I  have  suggested  will  re- 
quire not  detailed  consideration. 

Nor  need  I  assure  you  that  I  would  not 
present  my  resignation  if  its  acceptance  would  interfere  in 
any  way  in  the  proper  development  of  any  phase  of  the  depart- 
mental work. 


Very  cordially  yours 


Wm.  F.  Petersen 


WP:MR 


Dean  R.  D.  Carmichael, 
University  of  Illinois 
Urbana,  111. 


The  followini  correspondence  then  developed  (letters  2-9)   and  I 
would  appreciate  your  study  of  my  exposition  in  Memorandum  6. 


May  20,    1936 

(2) 


TO        PETERSEN 
Dear  Dr.    Petersen: 


Since  I  saw  you  in  Chicago  some  days  ago  I  have  discussed  with  sev- 
eral persons,  including  Dean  Davis  and  President  Willard,  your  request  that  I 
would  accept  your  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Graduate  School  teaching 
faculty  to  become  effective  at  the  end  of  the  present  semester. 

It  is  the  hope  and  desire  of  all  of  us  that  you  will  be  willing  to 
withdraw  this  resignation  and  to  continue  in  the  same  relation  with  the  Grad- 
uate School  as  heretofore.   If  there  are  difficult  problems  in  your  work 
which  still  call  for  solution  I  can  assure  you  that  President  Willard,  Dean 
Davis  and  myself  would  be  glad  to  cooperate  with  you  in  whatever  way  seems 
possible  in  bringing  about  a  situation  which  will  be  more  agreeable  to  you 
than  that  which  has  disturbed  you  in  the  past. 

I  cannot  say  anything  at  the  present  moment  which  will  be  specific 
as  to  the  conclusions  which  would  be  reached  in  analyzing  these  problems  but 
I  can  give  you  the  fullest  assurance  that  there  is  the  desire  on  the  part  of 
all  of  us  to  find  suitable  means  for  the  effectiveness  of  your  work  and  for 
producing  a  situation  in  which  you  can  pursue  that  work  with  happy  enthusi- 
asm.  I  would  be  glad  to  discuss  the  matter  further  with  you  at  the  next 
opportunity.   I  hope  you  will  be  disposed  not  to  insist  on  the  acceptance  of 
your  resignation  and  I  would  be  most  pleased  if  you  felt  that  circumstances 
would  justify  you  in  withdrawing  your  resignation  entirely. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  again  to  assure  you  of  our  clear  desire  to  see 
a  situation  in  which  your  work  will  be  much  more  to  your  liking  than  that 
which  you  described  to  me  in  our  recent  conference. 

Very  truly  yours, 


R.  D.  Carmichael 
Dean 
W. 

cc  to  President  Willard 
Dean  Davis 


May  22,  1936 

i*) 

TO   CARMICHAEL 

My  dear  Dean  Carmichael: 

I  have  greatly  appreciated  your  very  friendly  letter 
of  the  20th.   If  it  is  agreeable  to  you  I  shall  not  make  an  effort  to  answer 
the  same  at  the  present  time  because  we  are  still  in  the  midst  of  endless 
examinations  and  the  final  routine  of  winding  up  the  class  work,  and  I  am  more 
than  occupied  with  that  for  the  next  three  or  four  days.  A  little  later  I 
should  like  to  write  you  in  considerable  detail  so  that  you  will  not  have  the 
impression  that  my  action  is  the  result  of  a  temporary  mental  aberration  or 
perhaps  a  rapidly  advancing  sclerosis  of  old  age  with  its  accompaniment  of  in- 
creasing irritability.   While  without  doubt  a  personal  problem  is  definitely 
involved  I  would  rather  place  the  background  before  you  on  a  broader  basis  to 
make  apparent  why  I  feel  that  I  have  every  reason  to  be  dissatisfied. 

Very  cordially  yours, 


WP:MR  Wm.  F.  Petersen 

Dr.  R.  D.  Carmichael 
University  of  Illinois 
Urbana,  111. 


May  27,    1936 

(4) 

TO       PETERSEN 

Dr.  Wm.  F.  Petersen, 
1853  West  Polk  Street, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

Dear  Dr.  Petersen: 

I  am  very  glad  to  learn  from  your  letter  of  May  22,  that  I  will 
later  have  a  detailed  statement  from  you  concerning  the  situation  which  has 
caused  your  present  feeling  of  dissatisfaction.   I  hope  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  make  a  cordial  analysis  of  this  whole  matter  in  such  a  way  as  to 
result  in  conditions  which  will  seem  more  satisfactory. 

Very  truly  yours, 


R.  D.  Carmichael 
Dean 


June  12,  1936 


(5) 


TO   CARMICHAEL 

My  dear  Dean  Carmichael: 

I  have  today  transmitted  to  Dr.  Davis  a 
memorandum  concerning  some  of  the  points  which  I  have  mentioned  to 
you  some  time  ago  and  which  possibly  underlie  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  I  have  been  faced.   I  naturally  wish  that 
Dr.  Davis  have  personal  cognizance  of  this  memorandum  and  I  have 
left  wide  marginal  space  for  his  comments  or  possible  corrections. 
I  have  requested  that  he  send  the  memorandum  to  you  as  soon  as  he 
has  looked  it  over. 


Very  cordially  yours. 


Wm.  F.  Petersen 


WP:MR 


Dean  Carmichael, 
University  of  Illinois 
Urbana,  111. 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  DEAN  CARMICHAEL 


June  12,  1936 

(6) 


If  I  enter  into  a  detailed  discussion  of  the  motivation  for  the  resig- 
nation recently  submitted  to  you,  I  must  admit  considerable  reluctance  be- 
cause there  are  involved  matters  that  are  personal,  or  because  I  shall  have  to 
emphasize  service  to  the  University  group  of  a  type  which  I  have  normally 
taken  for  granted.  But  I  realize  the  impossibility  of  outlining  my  own  point 
of  view  without  presenting  the  background  upon  which  it  is  based. 


If  I  discuss  the  sequence  of  events,  I  do  so,  not  from  any  thought  of 
presenting  a  claim  for  consideration,  but  merely  to  make  apparent  the  under- 
lying reason  why  participation  in  the  Graduate  School  is  no  longer  useful  nor 
compatible  with  a  sense  of  self-respect  on  my  part. 

I  first  became  a  voluntary  investigator  in  Dr.  Welker's  laboratory  in 
1916.  Having  had  a  year  of  bacteriology  under  Ricketts,  two  years  in  pathol- 
ogy under  LeCount,  having  worked  with  Folin  at  Harvard  in  physiological 
chemistry,  and  then  with  Jobling  at  Columbia  on  enzymes,  I  had  accepted  a 
position  as  instructor  and  later  as  assistant  professor  with  Jobling  when  he 
went  to  Vanderbilt  (Nashville)  in  1913.   There  I  continued  work  on  serum 
enzymes  in  various  pathological  conditions  and  in  addition  carried  out  studies 
on  epidemiology  in  pellagra  (to  1916). 

Purely  personal  reasons  -  familial  as  well  as  business  —  necessitated 
my  return  to  Chicago  and  in  discussing  the  possibilities  of  investigative 
medicine  in  Chicago  with  Dr.  J.  J.  Moore,  at  that  time  associated  with 
Dr.  Davis  in  the  Department  of  Pathology  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  he 
rather  glowingly  outlined  the  advantages  of  its  newly  reorganized  medical 
school.  At  this  time  neither  Rush  Medical  College,  the  University  of  Chicago, 
nor  Northwestern  University  Medical  School  had  anything  to  offer  in  the  way 
of  investigative  possibilities  as  far  as  clinical  investigation  was  concerned. 
In  a  discussion  with  Dr.  Welker  and  Dean  Eychleshymer  a  very  promising  pic- 
ture of  the  future  was  drawn.  A  Department  of  Research  Medicine  was  soon  to 
be  organized  under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  Davis,  there  was  much  talk  of  a  budget 
of  $150,000  a  year  to  be  devoted  to  experimental  work,  a  new  hospital  of  100 
beds  was  assured,  as  well  as  a  new  laboratory. 

My  interests  being  wholly  in  clinical  investigation  and  research  medi- 
cine, I  accepted  Dr.  Welker's  invitation  to  work  in  his  laboratory  (physiol- 
ogical chemistry).   Of  course  the  actual  facilities  available  were  pitiful 
and  impressive  merely  because  of  their  total  inadequacy.  Animal  operations, 
such  as  they  were,  were  carried  out  in  the  open  student  laboratory  next  to 
the  kitchen  stove.   There  were  no  funds  and  whatever  investigative  work  was 
done  was  limited  solely  to  animal  observations  under  the  most  unfavorable 
conditions . 

Then  followed  participation  in  the  war.  At  the  time  of  my  return  from 
service  in  1919,  Dr.  Moore  had  decided  to  enter  commercial  work  and  his  posi- 
tion in  pathology  was  offered  to  me  (1920).  At  this  time  Dr.  Davis  taught 
the  class  in  bacteriology  and  I  took  over  the  teaching  in  pathology. 

There  followed  the  building  of  the  first  Research  Laboratory  Building 
under  the  direction  of  Dean  Eychleshymer.  When  the  Research  Laboratory  was 
finally  opened  we,  of  course,  had  no  patients;  Laboratory  space  was  at  a 


premium  at  the  very  beginning.   I  had  a  single  room  in  Dr.  Welker's  suite. 
As  my  special  task  I  had  the  opening  and  organization  of  the  Animal  Hospital 
and  my  work  during  the  course  of  the  next  few  years  was  carried  out  largely 
in  these  quarters;  only  during  the  summer  was  it  possible  to  carry  out 
laboratory  investigations  involving  more  complicated  apparatus,  which  was 
available  in  Dr.  McGuigan's  laboratory.   During  this  time  J  had  as  an 
associate  Dr.  Muller,  then  of  Hamburg,  and  quite  a  number  of  papers  were  pub- 
lished (1921-1926). 

This  time  period  coincided  with  the  difficulties  which  the  University 
had  with  the  Governor  and  with  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare.   President 
Kinley  finally  decided  to  cut  red  tape  and  open  a  hospital  with  University 
funds.   To  me  was  assigned  the  task  of  purchasing  equipment,  of  establishing 
and  organizing  a  50  bed  hospital  during  two  months  time.   I  presume  that,  all 
told,  I  must  have  devoted  some  six  or  eight  months  to  this  provisional  organ- 
ization.  I  was  intensely  interested  because  I  had  hopes  that  we  might  fin- 
ally  have  some  clinical  beds  available  for  research  purposes.   Into  this  time 
period  falls  the  defection  of  a  dissident  group  of  University  Professors 
headed  by  Meyer,  Tice,  Davidson,  etc.;  the  suicide  of  Dean  Eychleshymer  and 
the  assumption  of  the  Deanship  by  Dr.  Davis.   The  teaching  of  bacteriology 
was  now  assigned  to  Dr.  Arnold,  who  gradually  developed  Bacteriology  and 
Public  Health  into  a  separate  organization.   Because  of  its  importance  I  was 
more  than  glad  to  turn  over  to  Dr.  Arnold  all  available  funds  and  advanced 
students  to  get  the  work  well  under  way. 

With  the  opening  of  the  Research  Hospital  no  more  was  said  of  the 
$150,000  that  was  to  be  devoted  to  research.  New  funds  were  used  to  support 
and  develop  the  olinical  departments  and  to  take  care  of  the  expansion  of 
the  enrollment.  With  this,  of  course,  the  situation,  as  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned, and  in  which  I  had  been  originally  interested,  was  completely 
changed. 

As  a  role  the  academician  has  no  concept  of  the  importance  of  the 
control  of  clinical  beds,  either  for  teaching  or  for  research  and  it  is  neces- 
sary to  emphasize  that  our  own  beds  available  for  the  University  work  have 
always  been  limited.   In  view  of  this  fact  I  did  not  insist  on  the  use  of 
oeds  for  experimental  work  in  the  new  Research  Hospital,  for  the  very  simple 
reason  that  they  were  needed  for  teaching.   With  classes  of  150  students,  the 
effort  to  give  clinical  instruction  in  either  medicine  or  surgery  on  20  or  30 
bed  service  was  actually  a  farce. 

Again  I  had  to  divert  my  own  work  and  turned  to  the  use  of  outpatient 
material  for  a  study  of  the  reaction  of  normal  individuals  under  varying  con- 
ditions. Dr.  Levinson  and  I  personally  paid  $5.00  apiece  to  100  so-called 
normal  men  who  submitted  to  a  whole  series  of  examinations  for  a  day.   When 
it  came  to  the  publication  of  this  material  the  data  was  so  bulky  that  none 
of  the  medical  journals  would  publish  it  without  compensation.   I  applied  at 
the  time  to  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School  but  funds  were  not  available  and 
so  Dr.  Levinson  and  I  spent  $2500  for  the  cost  of  publication  in  the  Archives 
of  Pathology.  Later,  when  this  was  brought  to  President  Kinley' s  attention, 
he  insisted  that  had  he  known  of  it  he  would  have  found  the  funds  for  the 
purpose  1   By  this  time  I  had  been  with  the  University  for  more  than  ten  years 
and  there  had  been  no  progress  whatsoever  in  the  way  of  an  adequate  workshop 
or  anything  in  the  way  of  beds  for  investigative  medicine  which  I  might 
utilize.   The  department  budget  never  covered  more  than  the  absolutely  basic 
requirements  needed  for  teaching.   Consequently  the  problems  that  were  taken 


up  had  to  be  such  that  required  neither  patients  nor  funds  nor  could  problems 
be  planned  to  extend  over  a  long  series  of  years.***  Footnote. 

My  colleague  Dr.  Arnold  overcame  his  difficulties  by  two  expedients: 

He  made  a  determined  effort  to  obtain  commercial  funds  and  a  whole 
series  of  commercial  projects  were  undertaken.   This  mechanism  made  possible 
for  him  a  considerable  outside  income  and  provided  him  with  assistance  and 
animals  for  experimentation.   I  personally  do  not  think  that  that  is  the 
proper  method  to  be  pursued  in  a  first  class  University  but  I  have  never  felt 
that  criticism  of  this  method  was  justified  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
University  of  Illinois  made  no  efforts  to  provide  adequate  funds  for  the 
proper  development  of  the  Department. 

Dr.  Arnold  made  a  further  association  for  bacteriology  which  I  think 
is  more  legitimate.   In  this  he  established  cooperation  with  the  State  De- 
partment of  Public  Health  whereby  much  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  University 
investigative  work  (animals,  technicians,  etc.)  is  provided  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Health.   I  personally  believe  that  this  association  is  distinctly 
useful  to  the  University  but  here  too,  definite  criticism  might  some  day 
follow  because  the  course  is  certainly  not  strictly  legal. 

Both  of  these  methods  of  development  were  practically  out  of  the  pic- 
ture as  far  as  the  pathological  work  of  the  department  was  concerned.   In  the 
effort  to  encourage  Dr.  Arnold's  work  and  to  demonstrate  the  usefulness  of 
the  University  connection  to  the  Department  of  Puolic  Health,  two  summers  of 
my  time,  as  well  as  departmental  funds  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand 
dollars  were  used  to  develop  University  museum  demonstrations  at  the  State 
Fair.  From  this  work  there  developed  the  experience  and  the  material  that 
was  of  great  advantage  in  the  University  demonstration  at  the  Century  of 
Progress  in  Chicago. 

Because  of  the  very  definite  inhibitions  resulting  from  the  lack  of 
laboratory  facilities,  of  funds  for  either  assistance  or  animals,  or  of 
clinical  beds,  I  naturally  turned  to  the  only  other  possibility,  namely,  the 
thought  of  developing  the  usefulness  of  the  County  Hospital  for  the  Univer"^" 
sity  of  Illinois.   To  anyone  who  takes  a  broad  point  of  view  it  is  perfectly 
obvious  and  logical  that  a  County  Institution  of  this  magnitude  and  wholly 
tax  supported  should  be  made  available  primarily  to  the  medical  interests  of 


***  Footnote  -  One  of  the  fundamental  difficulties  of  your  present  set-up  is 
the  fact  that  in  the  University  procedure  and  the  general  philosophy  of  the 
Graduate  School,  the  research  program  depends  on  temporary  grants  of  rela- 
tively insignificant  amounts  of  money.  And  this  in  competition  with  endowed 
Universities  (Harvard,  Chicago,  Hopkins,  etc.)  where  grants  of  ample  propor- 
tions are  available  for  long  continued  programs.   The  list  of  the  ten  full 
time  workers  of  the  Sprague  Fund  in  the  Pathology  Department  illustrates  the 
point.   Dr.  Slye  has  been  working  for  more  than  20  years  on  her  cancer  prob- 
lem.  Dr.  Kluver,  for  instance,  worked  at  the  University  of  Illinois  (insti- 
tute for  Juvenile  Research)  on  extremely  interesting  psychological  tests  on 
monkeys.   But  he  has  returned  to  the  University  of  Chicago  for  the  simple 
reason  that  there  were  no  funds  available  in  our  set-up  for  the  continuation 
of  his  experiments  which  had  originally  been  endowed  by  a  behavior  research 
fund. 

In  a  paper  just  published  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Institute  of  the  His- 
tory of  Medicine  (Johns  Hopkins  University)  in  January,  1936,  Sigerist  in 
discussing  a  related  matter  says  "Nothing  but  Institutions  can  guarantee  the 
continuity  of  research  and  they  ought  to  be  so  endowed  as  to  be  independent 
from  temporary  grants  which  often  do  more  harm  than  good." 


the  University,  which  is  also  a  tax  supported  institution.   In  connection 
with  the  use  of  the  County  Hospital  I  developed  a  rather  elaborate  plan,  some 
of  which  you  will  find  outlined  in  the  two  attached  reprints.  As  an  entering 
wedge  I  had  made  it  possible  (through  the  influence  of  Dr.  Louis  Schmidt)  to 
have  Dr.  Jaffe  (our  Associate  Professor  in  the  Department)  appointed  as  Chief 
Pathologist  at  the  County  Hospital  at  an  adequate  salary  ($9,000).   Dr.  Jaffe 
had  come  to  us  from  the  University  of  Vienna  and  his  particular  ability  to 
make  pathology  interesting  to  the  practicing  physician  was  promptly  recog- 
nized.  This  was  precisely  the  sort  of  thing  that  was  needed  at  the  County 
Hospital  and  under  his  auspices  the  use  of  the  pathological  material  at  the 
County  Hospital  has  been  wonderfully  developed.   (Dr.  Jaffe  died  in  1936.) 

It  was  my  proposal  that  the  work  at  the  County  Hospital  be  developed 
under  the  control  of  the  Universities  in  the  form  of  University  Clinics,  the 
Heads  of  which  would  be  appointed  by  the  University.   In  connection  there- 
with, plans  were  made  to  integrate  the  training  of  the  nurses  with  teaching 
at  the  University  of  Illinois. 

Apart  from  the  more  or  less  general  desirability  of  the  proper  utili- 
zation of  the  vast  olinical  material  at  the  County  Hospital  I  had  in  mind  the 
fact  that,  if  the  medical  beds  of  the  County  Hospital  could  be  available  for 
teaching  purposes,  the  small  number  of  beds  which  we  had  at  the  Research 
Hospital  might  finally  be  made  available  for  research  purposes  and  under 
such  conditions  I  might  finally  be  placed  in  a  position  of  having  at  least  a 
few  beds  under  my  own  control. 

I  spent  my  free  time  from  1928  to  1932  in  this  undertaking.   It  re- 
quired the  enlistment  of  the  active  support  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Society 
and  the  effort  to  obtain  the  interest  and  co-operation  of  the  other  Univer- 
sity groups.  Apart  from  the  interest  of  Loyola  I  was  rather  unsuccessful 
in  this  latter  part  of  the  program.   Chicago  was  not  interested.   The  Rush 
group  lukewarm.  Apart  from  some  leaders  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Society 
(Ochsner,  George  Post,  Kerr)  only  Frank  Billings  and  Wilber  Post  were  whole 
heartedly  in  favor  of  the  project,  Billings  was  at  all  times  active  and 
willing  to  help.  Unfortunately  he  was  an  old  man  by  this  time  and  died  be- 
fore his  influence  could  be  really  useful.   Our  own  group  of  administrators 
at  Urbana  were  not  interested  and  the  members  of  our  medical  faculty  were 
decidedly  divided  in  their  reaction. 

Finally  the  results  of  the  rather  long  drawn  out  effort  made  it  pos- 
sible that  the  University  of  Illinois  obtained  the  right  to  put  students  into 
wards,  i.  e.  to  do  teaching  in  the  County  Hospital.   That  meant  that  we 
de facto  added  several  hundred  beds  to  the  teaching  plant  of  the  University. 
The  University  also  obtained  the  right  indirectly  to  appoint  assistants  to 
the  clinical  staff. 

Without  this  the  University  would  not  at  present  be  able  to  utilize  a 
single  bed  at  the  County  Hospital.   From  my  point  of  view  this  outcome  was  by 
no  means  satisfactory  and  I  have  considered  my  efforts  a  distinct  failure  be- 
cause the  Cook  County  Hospital  is  still  as  poorly  organized  as  ever  and  is  by 
no  means  a  scientific  Institution,  but  at  least  the  University  of  Illinois 
gained  something. 

Did  my  opportunities  for  clinical  investigation  improve?  Not  in  one 
particular.   I  merely  got  into  the  bad  repute  of  dabbling  in  politics  and 
neglecting  my  work. 

Perhaps 'though,  the  experience  was  salutary.   But  it  came  rather  late 
in  life.  At  any  rate  I  learned  that  it  never  is  profitable  to  undertake 


anything  for  a  group  but  to  restrict  ones  interests  solely  to  such  enter- 
prises that  bring  a  direct  return  to  the  individual  —  not  a  very  new  dis- 
covery by  any  means . 

I  return  for  the  time  being  to  my  direct  research  problem. 

In  the  study  which  I  have  made  with  Levins on  and  to  which  I  have 
previously  referred,  it  had  become  obvious  that  in  the  continuation  of  our 
project  we  could  only  advance  if  we  could  study  the  individual  over  long 
periods  of  time  and  under  relatively  controlled  conditions,  as  well  as  under 
ordinary  environmental  conditions. 

In  plans  for  the  new  building  which  were  made  in  1928,  both  Arnold 
(who  was  interested  in  animal  experimentation)  and  I  already  requested  a  con- 
trol room  in  the  animal  quarters .   I  proposed  to  make  use  of  it  at  the  same 
time  for  human  observations.  A  room  for  this  purpose  was  built  but  when  it 
came  to  the  final  equipment  no  funds  were  available  on  the  part  of  the 
University.   The  room  is  vacant  to  this  day.  (1936) 

In  the  meantime  my  work  with  Mrs.  Milliken  developed  rapidly  and  dur- 
ing these  succeeding  years  I  have  repeatedly  requested  a  room  where  patients 
might  be  kept  under  controlled  environmental  conditions  for  longer  periods  of 
time  and  where  such  individuals  could  be  serviced  by  the  hospital  staff  (food, 
nursing,  etc.).   During  all  this  time  it  has  never  been  possible  to  find 
either  a  room  or  rooms  or  to  obtain  the  necessary  money  to  equip  such  a 
suite. 

For  my  work  this  has  been  a  most  serious  handicap.   In  the  first  place 
because  it  is  needed  as  a  control  and  secondly  because  the  entire  work  that 
I  have  been  doing  relates  finally  not  to  an  abstraction,  but  to  the  therapeu- 
tic effectiveness  of  controlled  environmental  conditions. 

Now  while  it  has  not  been  possible  during  all  these  years  for  our 
small  pathological  division  to  get  anything  in  the  way  of  assistance,  other 
departments  have  prospered. 

But  when  we  turn  to  Pathology  what  is  the  picture?  Financially  the 
budget  year  after  year  has  just,  with  most  careful  expenditure,  sufficed  to 
carry  on  the  routine  work.   I  think  the  present  year  -  it  has  only  occured 
once  in  the  history  of  the  department  during  the  last  15  years  —  was  the 
first  time  a  sufficient  surplus  was  left  at  the  end  of  the  year  whereby  a 
first-class  microscope  might  be  purchased.  And  this  in  a  department  which 
presumably  regards  the  microscope  as  its  foundation  equipment.   During  all 
this  time  the  official  pressure  has  always  been  to  cut  down  expenses  and 
animal  investigation  has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum,  particularly  since  1932. 
There  has  been  absolutely  no  possibility  of  planning  long  time  or  expensive 
investigations  of  the  type  that  I  am  interested  in.  We  have  had  to  live 
from  hand  to  mouth. 

Our  mass  teaching  (and  for  this  we  need  much  individual  instruction) 
has  to  be  done  by  temporary  instructors  who  usually  are  assistants  in  the 
County  Hospital.   From  the  point  of  view  of  departmental  development  they  are 
of  no  significance. 

Even  when  it  comes  to  technical  assistance  I  can  merely  point  out  that 
ten  years  ago  we  had  three  technicians  doing  class  section  work  (cutting 
microscopic  sections)  for  the  50  autopsies  of  the  hospital  and  a  student 
group  of  about  100.  Now  we  have  to  service  200  autopsies  a  year  and  160 
students  and  we  have  one  man  doing  this  work  with  one  assistant  who  is  now 
carried  on  the  salary  list  (position  #13)  at  $600  a  year. 


Concerning  the  laboratory  space  that  has  been  available  these  years,  I 
need  not  waste  much  time.  And  with  this  wholly  inadequate  staff  we  are  pre- 
sumably supposed  to  carry  on  in  teaching  160  medical  students  for  six  months 
each  year,  develop  a  museum,  conduct  research  work  in  competition  with  first- 
class  schools,  and  act  as  a  center  for  graduate  work? 

Well,  let  us  turn  to  the  comparable  department  at  the  University  of 
Chicago  with  which,  we  are  at  least  theoretically,  in  scientific  competition. 
I  am  attaching  page  41  of  this  year's  catalog  and  you  will  observe  the  list 
of  full  time  employees,  full  time  staff  members,  and  you  will  also  notice 
that  there  are  11  full  time  investigators  on  the  Sprague  Memorial  alone  and 
in  addition  to  this  group  at  the  University  of  Chicago  there  is  the  Rush 
group,  about  half  of  whom  are  on  full  time  appointment. 

When,  my  dear  Dean  Carmichael,  you  have  at  various  times  criticized  the 
departments  here  at  the  University,  I  wonder  if  you  have  ever  given  any      ' 
thought  to  the  possibility  that  perhaps  the  authorities  at  Urbana  are  expect- 
ing the  impossible;  whether  it  may  have  occurred  to  you  that  in  some  form 
service  must  be  paid  for;  the  possibility  that  the  University  was  operating 
on  an  entirely  false  premise  —  making  a  brave  showing  with  a  very  false 
front?   Large  buildings  may  make  a  good  trade  school  but  they  do  not  neces- 
sarily aid  in  investigative  and  scientific  work. 

Personally  —  and  purely  as  an  observer  in  this  instance  —  I  candidly 
disagree  with  your  criticism.   Considering  the  teaohing  job,  the  extremely 
limited  number  of  full  time  workers,  the  fact  that  we  have  no  funds  assured 
for  any  project  of  genuine  merit  that  would  extend  over  a  period  of  years, 
that  there  have  been  no  positions  available  for  the  young  men  after  gradua- 
tion who  have  been  interested  during  their  student  period,  the  fact  that  we 
do  not  have  any  advantage  of  close  association  with  the  basic  science  depart- 
ments (I  am  thinking  of  chemistry,  physics,  mathematics,  botany,  zoology, 
etc.)  that  are  available  in  our  sister  institutions  (Chicago  and  Northwest- 
ern), that  there  has  been  no  outside  support  from  foundations  or  endowments, 
and  that  the  sole  interest  of  the  Graduate  School  has  been  to  provide  us  with 
annual  pep-talks  and  the  accumulation  of  cards  on  Ph.  D.  candidates  (who  in 
most  instances  are  of  the  technician  class)  —  considering  all  these  limita- 
tions, I  personally  believe  that  the  return  in  productive  scholarship  has 
been  more  than  from  other  divisions  of  the  University  where  far  greater  sums 
have  been  available  for  research.   I  may  be  wrong  in  this.   It  is  merely  an 
impression. 

Finally  I  must  again  return  to  a  personal  reaction  which  has  been  the 
immediately  impelling  motive  in  connection  with  the  request  for  my  release 
from  your  Graduate  Faculty. 

In  a  Tribune  news  column  (it  may  have  been  the  News)  of  last  autumn 
(1935)  I  read  to  my  great  interest,  that  the  University  of  Illinois  had  re- 
ceived a  grant  from  the  American  Ventilating  Association  (or  some  such 
organization)  with  which  to  properly  equip  control  rooms  for  patients  and  to 
provide  fellowships  to  study  such  patients.   The  artiole  went  on  to  state 
that  the  University  was  now  in  a  position  to  carry  on  proper  work  on  atmos- 
pheric  environmental  influences  on  heart  disease  and  other  clinical  condi- 
tions,  to  be  carried  out  in  the  Department  of  Medicine  and  furthermore,  that 
the  University  had  (or  would)  employ  an  expert  to  make  such  studies. 

I  was  a  bit  puzzled,  but  nothing  was  said  to  me  by  Dean  Davis  on  my 
return  to  the  University  and  only  in  talking  to  Dr.  Welker  did  he  casually 
mention  that  such  a  project  was  under  way. 


In  other  words,  after  being  engaged  in  a  particular  study  for  some  ten 
years  an  extremely  unpopular  study  which  excited  only  very  superior  com- 
ments from  my  colleagues  after  much  outside  criticism  because  of  "lack  of 

controls",  which  I  could  not  meet  because  the  University  would  not  supply  the 
necessary  apparatus;  with  no  funds  available  for  clinical  assistance  —  (even 
Mrs.  Milliken's  salary  was  obtained  after  the  original  grant  from  the  Gradu- 
ate School  had  been  stopped  within  a  year,  only  because  Arnold  took  over  the 
hospital  serology  into  his  State  Laboratory  because  the  department  could 
never  afford  a  chemical  assistant  for  me)  —  with  a  charming  smile  from  the 
Acting  President  when  I  asked  for  a  grant  for  the  publication  dealing  with 
the  problem,  and  with  the  very  encouraging  suggestion  from  the  President  of 
the  University  that  in  that  particular  problem  a  matter  of  five  years  did 
not  make  much  difference  when  I  again  stressed  the  need  of  a  control  room,  -- 
my  problem  was  turned  over  to  a  Medical  Department  which  heretofore  had  been 
absolutely  uninterested  in  the  particular  work,  in  which  no  one  has  any 
special  knowledge  of  the  field  --  the  Department  Head  who  in  his  entire 
association  with  the  University  has  not  to  my  knowledge  ever  expresse"d~~or 
published  anything  that  might  be  considered  original  --  and  the  public  is 
informed  by  the  press  that  from  now  on  the  University  will  be  in  a  position 
to  do  really  good  work!  And  neither  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School,  the 
Head  of  my  Department^"  nor  the  Secretary  of  the  Graduate  School  had  even  the 
courtesy  to  take  the  trouble  to  discuss  the  subject  with  me. 

I  have,  you  will  forgive  my  frankness,  never  received  any  support 
from  the  Urbana  officialdom,  nor  have  I  expected  much,  but  when  the  Head  of 
my  Department  approved  of  such  a  set-up,  and  when  the  colleague  with  whom  I 
have  first  worked  and  with  whom  I  have  been  on  the  best  of  terms,  completely 
ignores  claims  that  would  under  ordinary  circumstances  be  considered  as 
evident  in  scientific  circles,  I  must  admit  a  degree  of  mental  discomfort. 

Many  years  ago  I  became  familiar  with  the  old  adage  that  "good  chil- 
dren never  ask  for  anything  and  never  get  anything."  And  I  would  not  have 
you  get  the  impression  that  I  have  placed  blame  on  anyone  but  myself,  and  on 
a  constellation  of  unfavorable  circumstances  that  have  been  very  largely  be- 
yond the  control  of  any  one  individual?  nor  would  I  give  you  the  thought  that 
while  I  have  rather  soberly  outlined  my  point  of  view  that  I  would  magnify  the 
importance  of  the  episodes.   I  have  personally  thought  that  perhaps  those  of 
us  who  were  in  the  Pathology  Department  should  adopt  the  very  happy  theme 
song  of  Gershwin's  Porgy,  "I's  got  plei;;y  of  Nothing." 

But  I  think  you  will  understand  that  in  requesting  the  acceptance  of 
my  resignation,  I  merely  seek  the  solution  of  a  situation  which  has  been 
chronic,  but  which  has  been  made  more  acute  in  recent  months. 

I  shall  this  year  celebrate,  if  one  might  call  it  such,  an  associa- 
tion of  20  years  with  the  University  of  Illinois.  As  far  as  I  can  make  out 
the  opportunities  for  my  particular  work  and  for  my  particular  problems 
have  not  been  improved,  and  psychologically,  of  course,  I  face  the  very  im- 
portant difference  that  whereas  20  years  ago  there  was  every  promise  of  an 
interesting  field  of  work,  the  present  outlook  is  actually  far  less  pleasant 
to  contemplate,  despite  the  thought  of  finally  having  at  least  a  workshop 
for  Pathology.   That  by  no  means  solves  the  matter  of  clinical  investigation. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Graduate  teaching  I  would  have  you  keep  in  mind 
that,  apart  from  the  fact  that  we  have  not  been  properly  staffed  during  the 
past  ten  years  to  offer  real  graduate  instruction,  apart  from  the  fact  that 
both  the  curriculum  as  well  as  the  atmosphere  does  not  lend  itself  to  real 
graduate  work  for  students  who  are  directly  in  the  medical  course,  I  think 
that  you  must  see  that  the  whole  situation  is  such  that  I  shall  probably  be 


much  more  useful  outside  than  within  the  group  under  the  circumstances  that 
I  have  outlined. 

I  need  not  assure  you  that  I  have  personally  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  very  obvious  effort  that  you  have  made  to  obtain  funds  for  the  Graduate 
work  and  for  the  very  definite  interest  that  you  have  shown  for  our  problems. 
Apart  from  my  general  feeling  that  the  University  group  at  Urbana  has  been 
relatively  indifferent  to  our  investigative  interests,  the  problems  that  I 
have  laid  before  you  are  fundamentally  local  and  therefore  hardly  fall  within 
your  jurisdiction,  but  I  thought  it  only  proper  to  enter  into  this  rather 
long  dissertation  so  that  you  would  not  consider  my  raction  as  one  that  was 
perhaps  not  partially  justified. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  am 

Very  cordially  yours, 


Wm.  F.  Petersen 
June  12,  1936 


July  9,    1936 

(?) 

TO       PETERSEN 

Dear  Dr.  Petersen: 

The  memorandum  which  was  transmitted  by  you  some  time  ago 
through  Dean  Davis  was  received  in  my  office  on  July  1,  1936.   In  the  mean- 
time I  have  given  the  memorandum  two  careful  readings  and  expect  to  continue 
my  analysis  of  the  matters  which  you  have  brought  to  attention.   The  entire 
memorandum  has  already  been  read  by  President  Willard. 

Dean  Davis  in  transmitting  the  manuscript  sent  me  merely  a 
brief  note  saying  that  he  would  like  to  talk  with  me  further  about  the 
matter.   Since  Dean  Davis  is  now  on  his  vacation,  it  may  be  sometime  before 
he  and  I  will  have  a  suitable  opportunity  to  confer  about  the  problems 
which  you  have  mentioned. 

In  the  meantime  while  we  are  awaiting  the  opportunity  for  such  a 
conference,  I  hope  you  will  feel  assured  that  we  are  giving  and  will  contin- 
ue to  give  careful  and  thoughtful  attention  to  the  matters  involved  in  your 
communication. 

Very  truly  yours, 


R.  D.-  Carmichael 
Dean 


Oct.  17,  1936 


(8) 


TO   PETERSEN 


Dear  Dr.  Petersen: 

On  the  occasion  of  each  of  my  last  two  trips 
to  the  College  of  Medicine  I  called  at  your  office  in 
the  expectation  of  having  a  conference  with  you  but  in 
each  case  found  that  you  were  not  there.   I  was  doubt- 
less at  fault  in  not  making  arrangements  earlier  in 
the  day  since  in  each  case  my  call  was  towards  the 
close  of  the  day. 

There  are  several  things  which  I  want  to  talk 
over  with  you  and  I  hope  that  on  my  next  trip  to  the 
medical  college  we  can  arrange  in  advance  for  a  confer- 
ence . 

I  am  still  hoping  that  you  will  withdraw  your 
resignation  from  the  teaching  faculty  of  the  Graduate 
School  and  in  accordance  with  this  hope  I  am  continuing 
to  name  you  as  a  member  of  doctoral  examination  commit- 
tees where  you  seem  to  be  the  most  useful  and  desirable 
person.  I  hope  that  my  acts  in  this  respect  are  agree- 
able to  you. 


Very  truly  yours, 


R.  D.  Carmichael 
Dean 


W 


Oct.  19,  1936 

(9) 


TO   CARMICHAEL 


My  dear  Dean  Carmichael: 

I  regret  very  much  that  I  did  not  have 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  you  when  you  were  last  in  Chicago.   I 
happened  to  have  a  guest  here  from  Honolulu  who  wanted  to  see 
everything  medical  in  Chicago  in  two  days  time  and  there  was 
nothing  for  me  to  do  but  to  pilot  him  around. 

While  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
"status  quo"  for  the  time  being,  I  personally  see  no  reason  why 
my  resignation  should  not  be  acted  upon. 

Quite  apart  from  the  personal  problems 
involved,  I  do  not  approve  of  the  type  of  candidates  that  you 
have  passed  in  recent  years.   Your  most  recent  approval  for  a 
Ph.  D.  degree  is  an  individual  who  is  actually  a  schizophrenic. 
He  was  discharged  from  the  Loyola  Medical  School  when  it  was 
found  that  he  had  placed  a  dictaphone  in  the  Dean's  office  so 
that  he  might  hear  all  conversations.   Within  the  last  two 
months  he  sent  a  scurrilous  post  card  to  Dr.  Jaffe  signing  the 
name  of  Dr.  Leech  (of  the  American  Medical  Association). 
Dr.  Jaffe  was  quite  put  out  about  it  and  traced  the  origin. 

This  person  has  for  years  read  all  the 
departmental  correspondence  and  by  malicious  gossip  has  created 
any  amount  of  ill  will;  quite  apart  from  this  he  is  fundament- 
ally a  technician,  not  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy  by  any  stretch  of 
the  imagination. 

In  making  these  statements  I  trust  that 
you  will  not  assume  that  I  am  biased  either  here  or  in  similar 
cases  —  a  simple  inquiry  to  Dr.  Jaffe  will  very  likely  give 
you  more  details  if  you  should  be  interested.   If  it  is  to  be 
the  policy  to  assume  responsibility  for  such  second  rate  indi- 
viduals for  Ph.  D's,  I  for  my  part  want  no  share  in  that  policy 
and  you  can  hardly  expect  that  I  should  approve  of  such  candi- 
dates nor  do  I  propose  to.   Under  the  circumstances  you  will  be 
good  enough  not  to  ask  me  to  serve  on  examination  committees. 

I  do  not  have  to  tell  you  how  much  I 
regret  that  I  should  constantly  be  placed  in  a  position  of  op- 
position because  I  am  not  interested  in  episodes  of  this  char- 
acter. 

With  kindest  personal  regards,  I  am 

Very  cordially  yours, 


Wm.  F.  Petersen 
WP;MR 


M  0  R  E___P__R_0_M_I_S_E   § 

When   it  became  evident   that   the  air  conditioning  equipment  could 
not  be  provided  for  the  room  designed   in   the  animal   hospital,    I  repeat- 
edly  importuned  Davis  for  any  kind  of  space  and  any  kind  of  air  condi- 
tioning equipment   in  any  room  wherein  patients  might  be  observed,      ffo 
rooms  were  available.      h/elker  was  using  one  ward  room  for  his  air 
filtration  work   (allergy) .      Hope  was  held  out   to  me   that  when  the  next 
buUding  would  be  constructed  we  would  be   taken  care  of.      This  building 
(Polk  and  Wood  Sts. )   was   to  house  Davis'   Department  of  Pathology, 
Bacteriology  and  Public  Health,   as  well   as  the  Dental  School.      There 
were  long  drawn  out  conferences  with  the  engineers.     Nothing  ever  came 
of  the  project  because  the  equipment   for  the  Dental   School  was  so 
costly  that   there  was  little  left  over  to  equip  the  Department  of 
Pathology  Bacteriology  and  Public  Health.      It  should  be  noted   (item  10) 
that   the   important  committee  which  had  to  decide  on  a  research  project 
in  medicine  was  headed  by  Hindsqr^_the_Ltbrarian  of  the  University! 

When   finally  the  Pharmacy  Building  collapsed  and  the  Pharmacy 
School   had   to  be  housed  pell-mell,    this  committee  decided,    since_the 
Pathology, Bacteriology  and  Public  Health  rooms  were  not  furnished!  and 

th§.Ce£°Le-^ot_used!  thg.t_they_were_nqt_nee^d^e^d!  As  a  result  they  were 
turned  over  to  the  School  of  Pharmacy  and  the  teaching  laboratory  was 
turned   into  a  locker  room. 

Letters  10  and  11   relate   to   the  actions  of  this  committee. 

December  18,  1936 

(10) 

TO   PETERSEN 

My  dear  Dr.  Petersen: 

The  President's  Committee  on  Special  Appropriations  and 
Non-Recurring  Expenditures,  consisting  of  Professor  P.  L.  Windsor, 
Chairman,  C.  S.  Havens,  Lloyd  Morey,  W.  C.  Huntington^  and  H .  T . 
Scovill,  visited  the  College  yesterday.   Among  several  projects 
recommended  for  consideration,  was  the  equipment  and  operation  of 
the  three  rooms  #314,  #315,  and  #316  in  the  Second  Unit.   I  under- 
stand Mr.  Havens  has  considered  with  you  from  time  to  time  the 
needs  so  far  as  mechanical  equipment  and  related  problems  are  con- 
cerned and  will  report  to  the  Committee  or  to  the  President. 

The  Committee  requested  me  to  ask  you  for  a  personnel 
set-up,  also  expense  budget,  which  you  would  consider  adequate  for 
carrying  on  the  investigations  contemplated.   It  would  be  well  per- 
haps to  provide  for  the  operation  of  the  rooms  as  a  permanent  unit; 
also  possible  expenditures  for  temporary  projects. 

Professor  Windsor  called  on  you  but  you  happened  to  be 
out  at  the  time . 

I  am 

Yours  truly, 

D.  J.  Davis 
DJD:R  D.  J.  Davis,  Dean 


Dec.  23,  1936 

(11) 

TO   DAVIS 

My  dear  Dr.  Davis: 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  18th  but  before  answer- 
ing it  in  detail  I  would  like  to  have  some  notion  concerning  what 
your  general  plans  are  in  relation  to  these  three  rooms. 

The  request  that  I  had  made  concerns  a  series  of 
rooms  in  which  in  addition  to  constant  temperature  and  humidity,  the 
barometric  pressure  can  be  kept  at  a  range  that  is  either  uniform  or 
that  will  be  variable  to  a  degree  not  more  than  one  inch  either 
above  or  below  the  outside  pressures.   These  rooms  can  be  equipped 
so  that  they  can  house  a  nurse  and  approximately  four  patients.   The 
entire  outlay  should  certainly  not  cost  more  than  $4,000  or  $5,000. 

On  the  other  hand  you  suggested  about  a  year  ago 
that  the  physiologists  were  also  to  be  supplied  in  these  three  rooms 
with  chambers  where  a  great  variety  of  pressures,  temperatures  and 
gaseous  mixtures  might  be  experimented  with.   This  is,  of  course,  a 
totally  different  project,  both  scientifically  and  mechanically,  and 
I  presume  the  cost  of  such  equipment  would  be  somewhere  between 
$30,000  and  $40,000. 

You  can  readily  see  that  the  two  projects  offer 
considerable  difference  in  their  set-up  and  until  I  have  some  know- 
ledge concerning  your  ultimate  wishes  in  the  matter  I  cannot  answer 
your  letter  of  the  18th  more  fully. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Wm.  F.  Petersen 


WP:MR 


Dr.  D.  J.  Davis 
Chicago,  111. 


By  February,    1937,    the  serious  financial    irregularities 
occurring  in  the  Bacteriological  Division  were  forcibly 
brought   to  my  attention  by  Stanley  Moore,    who  had  been   in 
charge  of  the  stores.      I  suggested  to  him  that  he  inform 
the  Head  of  the  Department,    which  he  did.     Dr.    Davis  sug- 
gested  that    this   involved  a  matter  for  the  Graduate  School 
and  was  not  within  his  jurisdiction! 

As  a  result  of  this  I   turned  over  to  Dr.   Davis  the 
responsibility  of  signing  requisitions  for  the  supplies, 
because  I  no  longer  wished  to  have  responsibility  under  such 
conditions.        (12) 


Feb.  10,  1937 

(12) 


TO   DAVIS 


My  dear  Mr.  Davis: 

In  view  of  the  limitations  of  the 
budget  and  the  interdepartmental  complexities,  I 
think  it  will  be  much  better  if  all  the  requisitions 
should  come  to  your  attention  directly  and  I  have 
therefore  suggested  to  Stanley  Moore  that  they  be 
submitted  to  you  for  approval . 


Very  sincerely  yours 

Wm.  F.  Petersen 
WP:MR 


Dr.  D.  J.  Davis, 
Chicago,  111. 


In  view  of  the  fact   that  I  could  obtain  no  support   from 
the  Head  of  the  Department  and  that  every  protest   to 
Carmichael  had  been  futile,    I  finally  requested  Davis'  per- 
mission to  present  the  matter  directly  to  the  President.      I 
was  preparing  to  go  to  Europe  for  the  summer  to  make  contact 
with  the  men  who  were  working   in  the  field  and  I  felt   the 
necessity  of  having  some  assurance  of  assistance  when  I 
returned.  (13) 


April    2,    1957 

(13) 


TO        MR.        WILLARD 


My  dear  Mr.  President: 

Some  time  during  the  course  of  the  next 
few  weeks  I  would  appreciate  it  if  I  might  have  an  hour's  con- 
ference with  you.   For  the  past  two  years  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  the  University  which  concerned  work  in  which  I  am 
deeply  interested  and  in  which  I  feel  that  I  have  certain 
priority  of  rights.   These  commitments  are  from  my  point  of 
view  distinctly  unfair  and  effectively  block  any  further 
development  of  my  work.   In  the  ordinary  course  of  procedure 
it  would  be  normal  to  take  up  such  matters  with  the  Head  of  the 
Department  or  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School,  but  inasmuch  as 
these  arrangements  have  been  made  and  approved  by  them,  I  have 
no  recourse  but  to  ask  the  opportunity  of  a  discussion  of  the 
subject  with  you  directly. 

I  shall  be  in  the  East  for  the  coming 
week.  After  that  I  can  come  to  Urbana  any  Thursday  or 
Saturday  afternoon  that  would  suit  your  convenience. 


Very  cordially  yours, 
Wm.  F.  Petersen 

WP-.MR 


President  A.  C.  Willard, 
University  of  Illinois, 
Urbana,  Illinois. 


Such  a  conference  was  arranged  on  April  29,    1937  at  which   time  l 
tried,    in  as  brief  a  time  as  possible,    to  outline  my  objections  to 
the  situation  arranged  by  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School,    and  Di 
Welker  and  Keeton.      Willard  was   little   interested   in   this  and  merely 
insisted  on  a  written  program.     His  letter  of  May  18  discussed  this 
(#14)   and  in  my  reply  of  the  24th  (§15)   I  again  reverted  to  the  funda- 
mental decision  which  had  to  be  made  concerning  principles  Involved, 
the  details  to  be  discussed  when  these  matters  of  jurisdiction  had 
been  decided. 


May  18,    1937 

(14) 


TO        PETERSEN 


Dear  Doctor  Petersen: 


PERSONAL 


I  am  writing  with  further  reference  to  your  letter  of 
April  2  and  our  conference  on  April  29  concerning  your  research 
work. 

First  of  all,  let  me  say  that  I  am  impressed  with  the  re- 
sults of  this  work  to  date  and  the  difficulties  under  which  it  has 
been  done.   In  order  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion  as  to  what  may  or 
may  not  be  done  to  provide  assistance  for  the  future  progress  of 
this  research  program,  it  seems  to  me  desirable  that  you  propose  in 
detail  (including  estimates  of  the  cost)  a  minimum  program  which 
might  be  carried  out  when  and  if  funds  become  available  or  can  be 
secured.   Obviously  the  program  should  be  on  a  year  by  year  basis, 
but  the  minimum  number  of  years  for  which  it  would  be  worth  while 
even  to  undertake  such  a  program  should  be  stated.   I  believe  a 
rough  estimate  of  this  sort  on  equipment  costs  alone  has  already 
been  submitted  to  Director  C.  S.  Havens  of  the  Physical  Plant  De- 
partment, but  I  have  in  mind  something  more  comprehensive  dealing 
with  the  actual  research  program  and  estimates  of  what  can  be  done 
at  the  minimum  level . 

With  this  material  in  hand  I  shall  be  glad  to  discuss  the 
matter  with  Deans  Carmichael  and  Davis  and  attempt  to  give  you  at 
least  an  opinion  if  not  a  final  decision. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


A.  C.  Willard 
President 


May   24,    1937 

(15) 


TO        WILLARD 


My  dear  Mr.  President: 

I  have  greatly  appreciated  your  letter  of 
May  18th  and  I  shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  draw  up  a  tentative 
budget  of  the  sort  that  you  have  suggested.   But  before  doing  so  I 
will  of  necessity  have  to  have  some  idea  of  your  disposal  of  the  more 
fundamental  difficulties  that  cloud  the  present  situation  and  which 
are  after  all  only  in  part  financial. 

(1)  These  include  a  decision  on  the  propriety  of 
the  Deans  of  the  Graduate  and  the  Medical  School  and  the  Head  of  the 
Department  of  Pathology  in  transferring  a  departmental  object  to  a 
totally  different  group  of  investigators  without  any  consideration  of 
what  might  be  considered  priority  either  in  ideas,  development  or 
publication. 

(2)  Obviously  if  the  present  arrangement  entered 
into  by  the  Deans  of  the  Medical  School  and  the  Graduate  School  is  to 
be  continued,  I  shall,  for  practical  purposes,  be  excluded  from  all 
clinical  investigation.   I  have  no  desire  to  enter  into  competitive  ef- 
forts with  the  project  so  established  by  them.   So,  too,  it  seems  an 
illogical  reduplication  of  equipment  at  least  in  part  available. 

I  have  in  mind  a  large  number  of  investigative 
projects  which  have  developed  in  the  various  directions  as  my  work  has 
•proceeded  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  outline  and  project  merely  some 
which  might  for  the  moment  prove  most  valuable  and  interesting.   But 
in  order  to  arrive  at  such  a  decision  I  will  have  to  know  whether  or 
not  clinical  material  will'  be  at  my  disposal  and  under  my  control. 

I  shall  be  in  Chicago  during  the  next  two  weeks 
and  will  greatly  appreciate  it  if  I  may  have  your  general  point  of  view 
in  regard  to  these  points  before  I  proceed  to  carry  out  the  suggestions 
of  your  letters . 


Very  cordially  yours. 


Wm.  F.  Petersen 


WP:MR 


President  A.  C.  Willard 
University  of  Illinois, 
Urbana,  111. 


The  President  disregarded  my  protests  against    the  ar- 
rangements made  with  Keeton,    Leaving   the  control  wholly   in 
the  hands  of  Keeton,    Carmichael   and  Velker.      He   insisted  on 
a  detailed  program  of  what  I  might  want   to  do.      (16) 
Inasmuch  as  I  had  published  five  of  the  seven  volumes  on 
"The  Patient  and  the  Weather"  I  thought   that  my  program  was 
fairly  clear,    but  when  in  London,    outlined  a  series  of  simple 
problems.     Again  I  objected  to  the  underlying  premises  on 
which  we  were  working.      (17) 


June   8,    1937 

(ie: 

TO        PETERSEN 


Dear  Doctor  Petersen: 

It  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  give  proper  con- 
sideration to  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  May  on  account  of 
pressing  legislative  and  emergency  budgetary  matters  which  we 
have  before  us  this  spring. 

So  far  as  your  first  question  is  concerned,  I  think 
that  situation  was  pretty  well  discussed  at  the  time  of  your 
conference  here  on  the  campus. 

The  answer  to  your  second  question  as  to  avail- 
ability of  clinical  material  for  any  program  you  might  set  up 
will  depend,  in  part  at  least,  on  the  projects  proposed  by 
you.   In  fact,  if  you  will  proceed  in  line  with  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  fourth  paragraph  of  your  letter,  which  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  request  of  May  18,  I  will  be  in  a  better 
position  to  review  and  possibly  adjust  this  whole  matter. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


A.  C.  Willard 
President 


London  England, 
20th  June,  1957 

(17) 
Kr.  A.  C.  Willard, 
President, 
University  of  Illinois. 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  June  8th  which  has  been  forwarded  to 
me  here,  where  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  a  discussion  with  a  number  of 
the  interested  Cambridge  physiologists  and  with  an  old  friend,  Sir  Napier 
Shaw,  the  former  Head  of  the  British  Meteorological  Service. 

As  now  formulated,  my  programme  for  the  next  five  years  will  include  the 
following :- 

1.  The  completion  of  therapeutic  studies  on  tuberculous  patients.  Commenced 
in  the  early  twenties,  the  work  has  progressed  very  slowly  because  only  a  few 
beds  have  been  available  for  patients  for  continuous  observation.  As  the  re- 
sult of  observations  during  the  past  two  years  the  methods  have  apparently 
been  so  successful  that  they  will  now  imperatively  demand  the  availability  of 
a  sufficient  number  of  beds  to  complete  the  demonstration.  Dr.  Howe  of  the 
Department  has  been  collaborating  in  the  more  recent  phases  of  the  problem. 

la.  Included  in  the  general  study  will  be  parallel  observations  on  cases  of 
acute  pneumonia.  For  part  of  these  studies  we  can  use  the  ordinary  clinical 
beds  and  will  not  need  air-conditioned  control  rooms. 

2.  A  study  of  the  effect  of  environmental  alterations  on  the  early  stage  of 
embryonic  development.   The  statistical  background  has  already  been  estab- 
lished, the  experimental  phases  should  now  be  carried  out  in  collaboration 
with  the  geneticists  at  Urbana.   For  this  purpose  I  have  recently  had  a 

long  conference  with  Just  (Howard  University)  whose  work  along  zoological 
lines  parallels  mine  in  emphasizing  the  significance  of  the  protoplasm  and 
particularly  the  ectoplasm  by  contract  to  the  nucleus.   Preliminary  observa- 
tions (largely  by  changing  the  maternal  circulatory  conditions)  will  be  com- 
menced in  association  with  Mr.  Domm  and  Dr.  Nedzel .   Inasmuch  as  this  is  a 
fundamental  problem  of  far-reaching  significance,  it  should  be  adequately 
financed  and  equipped. 

3.  The  biological  effect  of  a  series  of  pharmacological  agents  and  physio- 
therapeutic measures  when  studied  in  subjects  kept  under  observation  under 
stabilized  environmental  conditions  for  long  periods  of  time.   Such  observa- 
tions would  be  of  great  significance  for  the  solution  of  a  whole  series  of 
problems  in  therapy,  but  none  have  ever  been  made. 

4.  The  continuation  of  the  observations  conducted  by  Nedzel  and  myself 
dealing  with  the  histological  alterations  brought  about  by  oppressor  episodes. 
This  study  involves  a  rather  tedious  investigation  along  microscopic  lines 

of  the  effects  in  different  organs  that  are  due  to  disturbance  in  circula- 
tion brought  about  by  vascular  spasm.   This  approach  is  also  fundamental  in 
character  and  Nedzel' s  observations  on  endocarditis  present  an  example  of  the 
results  which  may  be  anticipated  in  the  continuance  of  this  study. 

In  my  present  trip  I  have  arranged  the  itinerary  so  that  I  can  consult 
practically  all  the  outstanding  men  interested  in  the  various  fields  that  are 
touched  upon.  Among  them  Bjerknes  in  Bergen,  Bergeron  in  Stockholm,  Ricker 


and  Bier  in  Berlin,  the  very  active  group  in  Frankfurt,  Loewy  in  Davos  and  so 
forth;  and  as  a  result  of  these  conferences  I  can  very  probably  formulate  my 
needs  in  a  more  comprehensive  way  after  I  have  observed  the  direction,  the 
extent  and  the  equipment  which  is  at  present  available  in  connection  with 
work  in  meteoropathology. 

I  shall  very  definitely  need  an  assignment  of  beds,  some  with  condition- 
ed environment;  I  shall  need  some  equipment  of  this  type  available  for  animal 
observation;  quite  obviously  departmental  funds  should  be  available  for  the 
purchase  of  animals  and  their  maintenance. 

Since  I  have  for  some  years  been  paying  for  the  services  of  a  clerk  to 
collect  statistical  data  and  have  been  compensating  a  statistician  who  has 
been  analysing  some  of  this  data,  it  might  not  seem  unreasonable  to  suggest 
that  the  University  might  finally  take  over  this  particular  obligation. 

Possibly  the  delay  in  presenting  a  definitely  budgeted  programme  oc- 
casioned by  my  absence  in  Europe  this  Summer  may  not  prove  an  impediment, 
for  it  will  afford  the  time  during  which  you  can  definitely  rule  on  the  more 
fundamental  problems  which  I  outlined  to  you  and  which  heretofore  have  not 
infrequently  provided  almost  insurmountable  obstacles . 

Should  you,  nevertheless,  desire  more  detailed  information  during  the 
course  of  this  summer,  Miss  Rosenberg,  my  secretary  at  the  Medical  School, 
will  very  gladly  forward  any  communications. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
(William  F.  Petersen.) 


On  my  return  from  Europe  I  faced  an  interesting  situation.     The  long 
promised  building  had  been  completed  (Polk  and  Wood  Sts.)   but  the  rooms 
were  largely  unfurnished,    because  of  the  lack  of  University  funds.     Before 
long  the  Pharmacy  School  moved  into  all  available  space,    (furnished  as  well 
as  unfurnished) .     In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Carmichael-Keeton-Velker 
arrangement  was  now  operating  full  blast,   while  we  had  absolutely  nothing, 
I  again  addressed  the  President  on  the  subject   ($18)   and  enclosed  a  book 
review  (#19)   which  might,    to  the  unprejudiced  mind,    indicate  that  I  possibly 
had  some  competency  in  planning  my  own  research,   at   least   in  the  field  of 
tuberculosis,    for  which  I  had  requested  some  beds. 


Oct,  26,  1957 

(18) 


TO   WILLARD 


My  dear  Mr.  President: 

I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  again  approach- 
ing you  in  connection  with  one  of  the  matters  which  I  brought  to 
your  attention  in  June.   If  you  will  be  good  enough  to  glance 
over  the  enclosed  book  review  just  published  in  the  Journal  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  I  believe  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  if  so  conservative  an  organization  as  that  representing 
the  general  medical  practitioners  begins  to  realize  the  basic 
nature  of  the  approach  that  I  have  been  carrying  on  for  the  past 
years,  it  would  be  unfortunate,  at  least  for  me,  to  be  compelled 
to  cease  working  on  the  problem. 

It  so  happens  that  I  found  much  interest 
in  this  work  in  Europe,  but  what  is  of  more  importance  is  the 
fact  that  at  Yale,  Harvard,  Cincinnati,  California,  and  several 
other  places,  intensive  work  has  been  commenced  on  lines  of  re- 
search based  on  the  premises  established  and  laid  down  in  the 
volumes  so  far  published. 

Under  the  circumstances  you  will  perhaps 
appreciate  the  reasons  for  the  repetition  of  my  insistence  that 
my  associates  and  I  be  given  the  opportunity  for  continued  re- 
search.  Primarily  I  need  the  definite  assignment  of  sufficient 
beds  to  carry  on  at  least  some  of  the  problems;  under  present 
conditions  I  am  in  a  complete  stalemate. 

I  would  appreciate  your  consideration  and 
definite  ruling  in  the  matter  at  your  earliest  convenience. 


Very  cordially  yours 

Wm.  F.  Petersen 
WPtMR. 


President  A.  C.  Willard, 
University  of  Illinois, 
Urbana,  111. 

CC  to  Dr.  -Davis 


BOOK  REVIEW 

William  F.  Petersen:   The  Patient  and  the  Weather,  Volume  IV,  Part  2,  Organic  Disease 
(Hypo-  and  Hyperthyroidism,  Diabetes,  the  Blood  Dyscrasias,  Tuberculosis)  with  the 
assistance  of  Margaret  E.  Milliken.   pp.  XVI   729,  with  380  figures  in  the  text, 
lithoprinted  by  Edwards  Brothers,  Inc.,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  1937,  $11.00. 

By  Aaron  E.  Margulis  (19) 

"We  are  imitative  beings;  we  respond  to  the  tone  and  colour  of  our  environment 
almost  against  ourselves,  and  still  have  our  links  with  the  chameleon  and  the 
moth." 

James  Stephens,  The  DemiGods. 

This  review  will  attempt  only  to  delineate  the  scope  of  this  book  rather  than  es- 
say a  complete  description  and  critical  analysis  of  its  contents.  First,  the  subject 
of  tuberculosis  occupies  only  a  minor  part  of  this  volume  (the  remainder  treats  of 
thyroid  disorders,  blood  dyscrasias,  and  diabetes)  a  subsequent  comprehensive  monograph 
devoted  to  tuberculosis  being  promised.   Second,  an  abstract  necessarily  brief  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  Review  would  be  unfair  to  the  author  and  misleading  to  the 
prospective  reader,  for  just  as  this  work  embodies  a  synthesis,  so  does  it  gain  in 
totality  and  lose  in  dissection.   The  whole  imparts  a  significance  and  a  satisfactori- 
ness  that  is  only  dimly  perceived  in  a  summary  of  it. 

This  volume  is  an  additional  unit  in  Doctor  Petersen's  prodigious  study  which  may 
be  tentatively  catalogued  as  a  treatise  on  human  ecology,  although,  as  will  be  shown, 
its  final  aim  has  deeper  and  broader  implications  than  that  designation  implies.   It  is 
a  continuation  of  the  study  of  adaptation  that  has  its  roots  in  Darwinism  —  a  study, 
as  Doctor  Petersen  emphasizes,  in  purely  materialistic  terms  of  Darwinian  fitness  as 
compounded  of  the  mutual  relationship  between  organism  and  environment. 

Of  the  many  environmental  factors  involved  in  this  relationship  Doctor  Petersen's 
concern  lies  with  those  that  are  commonly  grouped  under  the  term  "weather."  He  has  at- 
tempted to  establish  the  general  thesis  that  meteorological  changes  are  of  significance 
for,  and  may  initiate  disease  processes,  or  precipitate  episodes  in  their  evolution. 
The  average  reaction  to  this  thesis,  the  reviewer  has  discovered  for  himself,  is  one  of 
scepticism  or  derision.  An  analysis  of  this  illogical  reaction  is  in  itself  of  inter- 
est for  it  leads  directly  to  the  deeper  import  of  Doctor  Petersen's  studies.   For  this 
reaction  is  illogical;  essentially  it  is  no  less  reasonable  to  suggest  that  atmospheric 
changes  may  precipitate,  for  example,  a  thyroid  crisis  than  to  postulate  that  they 
cause  a  column  of  mercury  to  rise  in  a  tube,  or  a  recording  lever  to  change  its  posi- 
tion.  The  difference  lies  only  in  conventionality  of  conception  —  in  one  instance  a 
correlation  has  been  universally  accepted,  in  the  other  it  should  at  least  be  held  sub- 
judice. 

The  importance  of  Doctor  Petersen's  work  lies  in  his  attempt  at  a  fundamental  re- 
organization of  medicine.  Where  theoreticians  have  but  stated  the  need,  he  has  at- 
tacked it  in  a  practical  way.   He  has,  by  way  of  a  study  in  organismal  adaptation,  ap- 
proached a  tentative  formulation  of  a  methodologically  practicable,  synthetic,  monistic 
theory  of  disease  processes.  Without  any  doubt  in  the  reviewer's  mind,  intent  and 
methodology  vastly  overshadow  in  importance  results  and  conclusions.   Before  achieve- 
ment comes  trial,  and  Doctor  Petersen  has  made  a  profound  and  arduous  contribution. 

His  basic  attitudes  are  derived  from  the  Hippocratic  corpus,  in  that  he  seeks  a 
formulation  of  disease  in  terms  that  transcend  the  "pockets"  of  nosology  and  the  vocab- 
ularies of  artificially  created,  specialistic  autonomous  disciplines  (immunology,  bac- 
teriology, etc.).   These  he  combines  with  a  conviction  that  many  biologists  now  share 
(see  J.  S.  Haldane,  The  Philosophy  of  a  Biologist)  namely,  that  physical  and  chemical 
data  can  be  effectively  applied  to  the  study  of  disease  only  if  one  realizes  and  takes 
into  account  the  fact  that  the  essence  of  the  phenomena  of  life  is  coordination  and 
maintenance.   But  this  homeostasis,  Cuvier's  "preservation  of  form  in  a  stream  of  ener- 
gy and  matter,"  is  in  reality  not  a  status  quo,  but  a  fluctuation  within  a  narrow  range 
in  which  are  perceived  cycles  of  biological  rhythms.   A  study  of  these  rhythms  consti- 
tutes Doctor  Petersen's  point  of  attack.   He  has  sought  to  establish  that  when  patients 
are  followed  day  by  day  clinically  and  chemically  (and  an  exhaustive  list  of  determina- 
tions were  carried  out,  with  emphasis  on  the  vascular  status  and  reactions,  chemical 


and  hormonal  conditions,  and  the  reactivity  of  the  skin  to  inflammatory  stimuli)  there 
can  be  discerned  a  rhythmic  change  of  state,  oscillating  between  two  antithetical 
poles.   What  these  constellations  are,  the  reviewer  will  leave  to  the  reader  to  ascer- 
tain.  A  brief  statement  of  them  neither  truly  informs  nor  appears  as  reasonable  as 
when  buttressed  by  the  text.   The  elements  in  terms  of  which  these  fluctuating  states 
are  described  are  familiar  ones  —  oxidation,  reduction,  anabolism,  catabolism,  per- 
meability, pH,  etc.  —  elements  which  are  involved  in  all  physiological  or  pathological- 
physiological  processes.   All  individuals  exhibit  these  cycles,  but  there  are  quantita- 
tive differences  ("the  individual  constitutional  reactivity").   For  example,  in  disease 
this  biological  flux  may  be  unstable  and  excessive  (as  hyperthyroidism)  or  retarded  and 
sluggish  (as  cretinism)  and  similar  alterations  accompany  the  widest  variety  of  abnor- 
mal physical  or  psychical  states.   Many  exogenous  and  endogenous  factors  condition  this 
pendulation  of  the  organism,   But  of  these,  Doctor  Petersen's  thesis  states,  and  data 
are  adducted  to  show,  that  meteorological  changes  play  the  most  important  role  as 
stimuli,  and  do  therefore  condition  the  reaction  of  the  patient  or  indeed  initiate 
clinical  alterations.  A  meteorological  event  to  which  the  nicely  attuned  normal  indi- 
vidual would  react  competently  by  highly  labile,  autonomic  mechanisms  results  in  the 
actually  or  potentially  inadequate  patient  in  overstimulation  leading  to  functional  ex- 
haustion or  over-response.   For  Doctor  Petersen,  therefore,  the  isolation  of  the  in- 
dividual is  a  fiction,  and  the  organism  is  inseparably  linked  to  the  inorganic  world 
about  him.   The  human  is  thus  in  a  very  real  sense  a  "cosmic  resonator"  and  disease  is 
but  an  expression  of  inadequacy  to  environment. 

As  regards  tuberculosis,  Doctor  Petersen  has  in  previous  studies  developed  the 
significance  of  the  focal  reaction  in  the  tuberculous  individual.   But  he  views  this  as 
not  necessarily  a  specific  immunological  phenomenon,  but  he  ascribes  to  the  general 
metabolic  status  of  the  organism  a  far  greater  significance.   Resistance  becomes  a 
physico-chemical-enzymatic  phenomenon,  and  depends  on  whether  the  focus  is  digested  or 
not.   Digestion  results  in  dissemination  and  vice  versa. 

The  potentialities  of  digestion  of  the  focus  will  vary  with  the  antipodal  phases 
of  metabolism  (for  example,  increased  permeability  in  one,  and  decreased  in  the  other) 
the  changing  tide  of  dominance  as  between  these  being  meteorologically  conditioned. 
Hence  the  potential  significance  of  the  latter  for  the  tuberculous.   In  this  volume  the 
discussion  is  limited  to  the  presentation  of  data  that  in  Doctor  Petersen's  opinion 
demonstrate  that  such  is  the  case.   Representative  case  histories  are  given  in  detail, 
and  graphs  are  exhibited  in  which  the  ordinates  are  both  meteorological  and  clinical 
data,  and  the  abscissae  are  iso-temporals.   Direct  or  inverse  correlations  are  then 
pointed  out  between  cyclonic  events  and  disease  phenomena.   The  conclusion  is  reached 
that  meteorological  changes  influence  the  course  of  the  disease  both  for  good  and  evil, 
and  play  a  role  in  the  initiation  or  precipitation  of  clinical  episodes  in  tuberculosis. 

Thus  Doctor  Petersen's  plan  emerges  in  its  entirety.   These  are  an  uncommon  series 
of  books;  very  few  such  projects  have  been  carried  through  with  such  meticulous,  ardu- 
ous zeal,  and  masterly  scholarship  and  scope.   Yet  this  in  no  way  implies  freedom  from 
error.   Judgment  of  the  "truth  value"  of  this  study,  of  the  necessariness  and  suffi- 
ciency of  its  concepts  must  for  the  moment  remain  for  individual  judgment  until,  after 
digestion  and  analysis,  group  opinion  crystallizes  out.   To  read  these  books  places  no 
mean  demands  upon  the  reader.   The  text  and  commentaries  are  voluminous,  but  they  con- 
tain a  wealth  of  ordered  medical  information.   The  graphs  are  often  bewilderingly  com- 
plex; the  reader  will  be  continually  plagued  by  questions  as  to  the  necessity  or  de- 
sirability of  drawing  causal  connections  between  suggestively  parallel  or  divergent 
curves;  by  the  application  of  macro-climatological  measurements  to  micro-climatological 
conditions.   But  perhaps,  like  the  reviewer,  he  will  come  away  from  the  book  signifi- 
cantly stimulated  by  this  literally  heroic  effort  to  give  redirection  to  medical 
thought,  to  avoid  the  stalemate  that  seems  to  face  current  preoccupation  with  the  work- 
ing out  of  minutiae,  and  to  introduce  order  and  continuity  into  what,  at  the  moment,  is 
discrete  and  chaotic. 

Published  in  the  Book  Review  section  of  The  American  Review  of  Tuberculosis,  January 
1938  (pp.  105-107). 


But  evidently  the  President   thought  otherwise.     I  was 
to  be  prevented  from  doini   too  much  investiiative  work!     The 
Dean  of  the  Graduate  School  was  apparently  not  yet  satisfied 
that  he  might  not  have  overlooked  a  bet   in  Impeding  my  work. 

The  President  again  evaded  the  question  of  propriety  of 
the  original  activities  of  Carmichael,    Uelker,    and  Keeton.        (20) 


October  28,  1937 


(20) 


TO   PETERSEN 


Dear  Doctor  Petersen; 


In  reply  to  your  letter  of  October  26,  renewing  your 
request  for  additional  funds  in  support  of  your  research  work, 
I  would  say  that  until  a  definite  research  program  is  pre- 
sented for  the  consideration  of  the  Graduate  School  Research 
Board,  no  formal  action  can  be  taken. 

In  your  letter  of  June  29,  written  from  London, 
you  indicated  that  more  information  might  be  given  if  it  were 
desired.   We  should  have  more  detailed  information  from  you 
concerning  the  various  programs  which  you  feel  should  come 
under  investigation  at  the  present  time.   I  believe  that  you 
have  four  in  mind,  but  it  would  probably  be  best  that  you 
confine  the  detailed  analysis  to  one  or  two  of  the  projects 
you  have  indicated.  All  of  the  programs  appear  so  extensive 
that  I  question  whether  one  individual  should  undertake  more 
than  one,  or  at  most  two,  of  them  at  a  time.   If,  as  it  ap- 
pears from  your  letter,  two  of  these  projects  are  closely  re- 
lated, then  I  believe  the  graduate  School  Research  Board 
would  be  disposed  to  consider  both  of  them,  but  otherwise  I 
feel  you  should  confine  yourself  to  one  project.   It  would  be 
very  difficult  to  justify  setting  up  several  expensive  and 
varied  programs,  such  as  are  suggested  in  your  letter,  for 
one  investigator. 

I  call  your  attention  again  to  my  letter  of  June  8, 
1937,  in  reply  to  yours  of  May  24,  in  which  you  raise  certain 
questions  of  administrative  policy. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


A.  C.  Willard 
President 


To  avoid  the  criticism  that  I  had  not  complied  with 
the  President's  request  I  formulated  a  very  simple  program 
in  a  limited  field.     I  asked  for  no  money,   no  air  condi- 
tioned rooms,   no  added  assistance,    but  I  asked  for  a  number 
of  beds.     In  my  conversation  with  the  President,    in  dis- 
cussing the  problem  of  beds,   I  had  already  told  htm  that  I 
would  be  satisfied  with  anything  that  he  would  give  us, 
whether  it  was  2  or  10. 


Nov.  2,  1937 

(21) 

TO   WILLARD 

My  dear  Mr.  President: 

In  compliance  with  your  letter  of 
October  29th,  I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  memorandum  dealing 
with  the  tuberculosis  problem  which  I  had  previously  men- 
tioned. (21A) 

The  development  of  this  particular 
problem  involves  merely  the  designation  of  clinical  beds, 
preferably  about  ten,  for  a  period  of  approximately  seven 
months.   There  are  no  financial  obligations  involved  in  any 
way.   Dr.  Howe,  who  is  now  an  Associate  in  the  Department 
of  Pathology,  and  who  has  been  devoting  his  time  to  experi- 
mental work  in  tuberculosis  for  the  past  two  years  would  be 
directly  in  charge  of  the  observations.   The  present  resi- 
dent, Dr.  Hanson,  can  act  as  house  officer.   The  present 
technical  assistants,  either  Mrs.  Milliken  or  Mrs.  Whitcomb, 
will  carry  out  all  technical  service  required. 

I  have  only  suggested  a  degree  of 
urgency  because  tuberculosis  patients  usually  have  progres- 
sion of  their  disease  in  the  spring  and  it  is  therefore 
necessary  for  us  to  have  a  proper  control  period  of  at  least 
two  months  (December  -  January)  before  hand  to  properly 
judge  the  results. 

I  am  submitting  this  request  through 
the  office  of  the  Dean  of  the  Medical  School. 

Very  cordially  yours, 


Wm.  F.  Petersen 


WPjMR 

President  A.  C.  Willard3 
University  of  Illinois, 
Urbana,  111. 


MEMORANDUM 


The  object  of  the  study  concerns  the  possibility 
of  counteracting  the  deleterious  effect  of  seasonal  activation 
by  means  of  increasing  the  buffers  (chiefly  by  the  use  of  sodium 
citrate)  and  by  lessening  capillary  permeability  (possibly  by 
the  use  of  pituitary  extracts).  Were  control  room  available 
the  study  would  be  extended  to  the  observations  whether  environ- 
mental quiescence  would  be  followed  by  a  period  of  clinical  im- 
provement.  The  underlying  thesis  is  discussed  in  the  introduct- 
ory chapter  of  the  attached  published  material  (Pages  625-6-7). 

The  preliminary  work  in  this  direction  dates  back 
to  the  year  1925  (see  Page  727);  the  clinical  demonstration  that 
an  increase  in  permeability  is  harmful  and  a  decrease  is  bene- 
ficial was  carried  out  at  the  same  time  (Page  724), 

Further  clinical  studies  were  made  at  the  Cook 
County  Hospital  where  I  employed  a  private  nurse  to  record 
observations  in  1928,   The  difficulty  in  obtaining  co-operation 
was  however,  very  great  and  the  observations  were  discontinued 
early  in  1929.   The  series  studied  was  too  small  to  be  useful 
for  publication. 

Detailed  observations  were  again  commenced  in 
1935.  A  case  record  is  presented  on  Page  686  and  these  observa- 
tions have  since  been  continued  on  two  further  patients. 

For  purposes  of  study  we  need  the  use  of  ten 
clinical  beds,  using  preferably  male  patients.   The  work  should 
be  started  not  later  than  December  and  the  period  of  observation 
should  extend  through  at  least  seven  or  eight  months. 

Personnel  for  the  study  is  now  available  and  no 
financial  assistance  is  requested. 


William  F.  Petersen 


At   this  same  time  organized  research  was  again  getting   into 
high  gear.     I  was  invited  to  attend  a  conference  in  Urbana  on 
October  27,    1937.        (22) 

Dr.    W.    F.    Petersen 


TO        PETERSEN 


Urbana,  Illinois 
October  26,  1937 


(22) 


Dean  D.  J.  Davis 
Dr.  George  Wakerlin 
Dr.  W.  F.  Petersen 
Dr.  W.  H.  Welker 
Dr.  R.  W.  Keeton 
Dr.  Ernst  Gellhorn 

Dean  H.  W.  Mumford 
Professor  H.  P.  Rusk 
Professor  H.  H.  Mitchell 
Professor  T.  S.  Hamilton 

Dean  M.  L.  Enger 
Professor  0.  A.  Leutwiler 
Professor  A.  P.  Kratz 
Professor  M.  K.  Fahnestock 
Professor  S.  Konzo 


College  of  Medicine 


College  of  Agriculture 


College  of  Engineering 


Gentlemen: 

Last  summer  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Deans  Davis,  Mumford, 
and  Enger  suggesting  that  a  conference  be  held  in  Urbana  to 
discuss  the  possibilities  of  correlation  of  common  problems  in- 
volved in  research  related  to  air  conditioning  now  under  way  in 
the  Colleges  of  Medicine,  Agriculture,  and  Engineering.   At  a 
preliminary  meeting,  at  which  Dean  Davis  was  present,  it  was 
agreed  to  hold  the  conference  in  Urbana,  on  Friday,  November  5, 
beginning  with  luncheon  at  the  University  Club.   Following  the 
luncheon  there  should  be  a  brief  presentation  of  the  research 
projects  in  the  three  colleges.   An  inspection  trip  to  the 
laboratories  will  then  be  made  and  concluded  in  time  for  the 
Chicago  members  to  take  the  evening  train. 

I  hope  that  the  date  of  the  conference  will  suit  your 
convenience  and  that  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  your  presence. 

Very  truly  yours, 


A.  C.  Willard 
A.  C.  Willard 
President-- 


In  connection  with  the  President's  invitation  to  this  conference  I 
wrote  Dean  Davis,   as  Head  of  the  Department,    for  instructions.      (23) 
His  reply  is  dated  November  4,    1937.      (Item  #24) 

Nov.  3,  1957 

(23) 

TO   DAVIS 

My  dear  Dr.  Davis* 

Some  days  ago  I  received  an  invitation  to  attend  a  Confer- 
ence dealing  with  Air  Conditioning  to  be  held  in  Urbana.   I  have  some  natural 
hesitancy  in  accepting  this  invitation  and  for  the  following  reasons. 

In  an  interview  with  the  President  a  few  weeks  before  I 
left  for  Europe,  I  presented  to  him  my  very  definite  objections  to  the  ar- 
rangement which  had  been  entered  into  by  you  and  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate 
School  in  regard  to  the  Air  Conditioning  apparatus  which  had  been  made  avail- 
able.  I  objected  to  it  for  the  very  simple  reason  that  it  was  after  all  a 
most  unusual  action  for  the  Head  of  a  Department  to  arbitrarily  transfer  a 
problem  which  had  had  its  origin  and  which  had  been  developed  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pathology  to  a  Department  which  had  never  been  interested  up  to  that 
time  and  which  certainly  had  no  priority  or  experience  in  the  matter. 

I  requested  a  ruling  on  the  part  of  the  President  on  the 
propriety  of  such  a  transfer.   I  can  readily  understand  why  the  President 
would  be  disinclined  to  take  any  action  on  such  a  request  of  mine  and  as  far 
as  i  Know  none  has  been  taken.   Nor  have  I  ever  had  the  benefit  of  a  direct 
explanation  from  you. 

Under  the  circumstances  you  can  perhaps  understand  that  I 
hesitate  to  proceed  to  Urbana  t6  discuss  problems  of  this  type  unless  I  have 
the  assurance  that  my  priority  in  the  study  will  be  recognized  and  pro- 
tected. 

Before  proceeding  I  would  therefore  appreciate  a  definite 
statement  from  you  that  on  any  problems  concerning  the  therapeutic  applica- 
tion of  changed  environmental  conditions  on  patients,  the  rights  of  the 
members  of  your  own  department  would  be  protected  and  not  turned  over  to  the 
Department  of  Medicine  for  study  and  development. 

I  don't  have  to  tell  you  how  much  I  regret  the  development 
of  the  situation  in  this  direction  but  I  think  a  clarification  of  this  par- 
ticular point  will  be  very  useful. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Wm.  F.  Petersen 


WP:MR 


Apparently  Dr.   Davis  assumed   that  my  associates  and  I  were 
interested   in  patents!      The  only   thin(>  I  have  ever  requested  of 

University  was  the  opportunity  to  work!     At  no  time  was  a 
commercial   project  ever  considered   in   this  or  in  any  other  con- 
nection.     Ve  were   insisting  solely  on   facilities   (patients  and 
controlled  environment)    for  study. 


November  4,  1937 


(24) 


TO   PETERSEN 

Dr.  Wm.  F.  Petersen 
Department  of  Pathology 

My  dear  Dr.  Petersen: 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  November  3  regard- 
ing a  conference  in  Urbana  on  air  conditioning. 

As  to  your  acceptance  of  the  President's  invitation  to 
this  conference,  you  will,  of  course,  have  to  use  your  own  judg- 
ment.  I  understand  groups  from  at  least  three  colleges  are 
interested. 

This  conference  was  not  called  at  my  suggestion.   I 
understand  Dean  Enger  and  the  President  have  been  more  instru- 
mental in  promoting  it  than  anyone  else. 

I  attended  a  preliminary  conference  in  Urbana  some 
time  ago  at  which  Dean  Enger  and  Professor  Rusk,  representing 
Dean  Mumford,  were  present.   Nothing  definite  was  decided  except 
that  all  persons  in  the  University  doing  work  in  any  way  related 
to  air  conditioning  should  assemble  and  discuss  and  correlate 
results  for  the  primary  purpose  of  avoiding  overlapping  and  un- 
necessary expenditure. 

As  to  the  point  you  raise  concerning  therapeutic  ap- 
plications, I  am  sure  no  one  would  deliberately  question  your 
priority  rights.   I  presume  1  would  have  no  authority,  however, 
in  the  final  determination  of  a  question  of  this  kind  which 
might  involve  patents,  etc.,  since  these  are  matters  handled  by 
the  President  and  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


Sincerely  yours, 


DJD:R  D.  J.  Davis,  Dean 


In  the  face  of  the  President's  letter  of  October  28,    1937  I  felt  no 
Inclination  to  participate  until   the  baste   Issue  was  decided.  (25) 

Nov.  4,  1957 

(25) 
TO   WILLARD 

My  dear  Mr.  President: 

I  have  your  invitation  under  date  of  October  26th  for  a 
conference  on  subjects  dealing  with  air  conditioning.   Much  to  my  regret  I 
will  not  be  able  to  attend  at  this  time.   I  am  planning  to  be  in  Urbana  about 
December  15th  and  will  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  equipment  in  Urbana  and  meet  Dr.  Fahnestock. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


WP:MR  Wm.  F.  Petersen 


President  A.  C.  Willard, 
University  of  Illinois, 
Urbana,  111. 


Again  there  was  a  hiatus  and  nothing  happened.     I  wrote  to  Dr.   Davis  on 
January  20,    1938.        (26) 

January  20,  1938 

(26) 
TO       DAVIS 

My  dear  Dr.    Davis: 

In  a  number  of  letters  which  have  passed  through  yours  hands  and 
in  conversations  I  have  called  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  under  the 
established  arrangements  my  work  has  to  all  intents  and  purposes  come  to  a 
standstill. 

I  have  no  intention  to  importune  you  nor  by  repetition  of  re- 
quests cause  you  undue  annoyance  but  I  would,  in  arranging  my  own  work,  like 
to  have  an  expression  from  you  - 

(1)  Whether  I  may  anticipate  the  use  and  control  of  clinical 
beds  either  this  year  or  in  the  following  year,  or 

(2)  Whether  the  present  arrangement  is  to  continue  indefinitely 
and  that  I  am  to  consider  all  clinical  objectives  of  my  work  to  be  definitely 
discontinued  for  the  future. 

I  would  appreciate  a  definite  commitment  so  that  I  might  at  least 
have  some  idea  what  I  may  plan  for  the  future. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


WP:MR  Wm.  F.  Petersen 

Dr.  D.  J.  Davis,  Dean 
Chicago,  111. 


MORE   PROMISES   FOR    THE   FUTURE 

After  having  been  promised  the  use  of  beds  twenty  years  previous- 
ly,  Mr.   Bowen  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  was  now  brought    into 
the  picture.      (27)         Now  the  use  of  beds  and  the  allotment  of  space 
was  to  be  approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  and  the  Board 
of  Trustees.      In  my  answering  letter  of  February  1,    1938  I  am  afraid 
that  I  began  to   lose  patience.      (28)         However,    shortly  after  this 
(February  19)    the  President   finally  ruled  on  the  matter  of  the  assign- 
ment of  beds  in  a  letter  to  Davis  of  which  I  received  a  copy   (%29) . 


COLLEGE  OF  MEDICINE 
OFFICE  OF  THE  DEAN 
JANUARY  26,    1938 

(27) 
TO        PETERSEN 

Dr.  Wm.  F.  Petersen, 
Department  of  Pathology, 

My  dear  Dr.  Petersen: 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  January  20  concerning  the 
use  and  control  of  clinical  beds. 

As  you  no  doubt  know,  all  of  the  departments  in  the  Hospital 
are  demanding  more  beds,  contending  that  there  is  a  marked  shortage 
considering  the  large  number  of  medical  students  we  have  to  teach. 

I  have  the  following  proposal  to  offer.   The  plans  for  the 
new  neuro-psychiatric  building  are  now  proceeding  rapidly.   When  this 
building  is  completed,  which  will  take  a  year  or  two,  the  present 
psychiatric  wing  of  the  Hospital  will  be  available  for  other  purposes. 
Mr.  Bowen  has  said  on  one  or  two  occasions  that  he  is  interested  in 
having  this  space  used  as  a  Cancer  Institute.   It  may  be  that  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  between  the  University  and  the  Department  of  Public 
Welfare  to  use  some  of  this  space  for  beds  to  meet  your  needs. 

I  am  altogether  sympathic  with  such  an  arrangement.   However, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  discuss  this  matter  with  Mr.  Bowen  and  with 
the  President.   The  use  of  beds  and  the  allotment  of  space  must  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  and  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

I  am  sending  a  copy  of  this  letter,  together  with  a  copy  of 
your  request  to  the  President  and  to  Mr.  Bowen. 


Sincerely  yours, 

D.  J.  Davis,  Dean 
DJD:R 


Feb.  1,  1938 

(28) 

TO   DAVIS 

My  dear  Dr.  Davis : 

My  reaction  to  your  letter  of  January  26th  is  one 
that  is  very  much  like  that  of  an  old  mule  who  has  had  a  decoy  bag  of 
oats  held  out  before  him  for  some  twenty  years  to  keep  him  alert. 
Even  the  most  patient  of  mules  finally  does  decline  to  be  kidded  by 
experts . 

Fifteen  years  ago  when  I  was  told  that  the  clinical 
needs  were  more  imperative,  I  willingly  agreed.   Ten  years  ago  I  still 
was  glad  to  defer  my  own  needs.   Five  years  ago  the  stereotyped  "if, 
when  and  as"  phrase  began  to  pale. 

After  all,  I  doubt  whether  I  will  enter  the  Methuse- 
lah age  and  to  be  constantly  pushed  aside  until  senility  is  well  ad- 
vanced no  longer  conveys  much  comfort.   I  am  interested  in  my  work  now, 
not  when  a  projected  building  is  completed  for  which  the  appropriation 
has  not  yet  been  received  and  then  to  wait  until  another  building  is 
vacated.   If  it  is  within  your  power,  and  if  you  regard  it  as  proper 
scientific  ethics  to  take  my  problem  and  deliberately  transfer  it  to 
Dr.  Keeton,  together  with  funds  and  assistance,  then  I  have  every  right 
to  assume  that  it  is  also  within  your  power  to  transfer  a  number  of 
beds  from  Dr.  Keeton' s  department  for  my  use.   I  see  no  reason  why  that 
issue  should  be  indefinitely  ignored. 

I  certainly  cannot  acquiese  in  the  evasion  of  the 
issue  implied  by  the  proposition  outlined  in  your  letter  of  the  26th. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


WP:MR.  Wit.  F.  Petersen 

Dr.  D.  J.  Davis,  Dean 
Chicago,  111. 


It   appeared  that   the  problem  of  whether  or  not  I  was  competent   to 
conduct  a  simple  experiment   in  tuberculosis  rested  largely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School, 
Carmichael,    and  the  outline  of  the  problem  evidently  was  not   satisfactory 
to  Dean  Carmichael!     This  in'  the  face  of  the  book  review  (%19)   which 
would  possibly   lead  to  the  supposition   that  I  might  know  what  I  was  talk- 
ing about!     I  had  said  that  I  needed  no  additional    funds  and  no  assist- 
ance other  than   that  which  was  available.     But   this  was  not  sufficient, 
because  I  might  need  something   in   the   future!     And  to  prevent  such  a  dire 
possibility  the  President   logically  thought   it  best   that   it  be  stopped 
before   it   started!      The  buck  had  been  passed   to  the  Deans  of  the  Graduate 
School  and  the  Medical   School.     And  nothing  else  ever  happened. 


Copy  to  Dr.  Petersen 

February  19,  1938 

(29) 
FROM   WILLARD   TO   DAVIS 

Dean  D.  J.  Davis 
College  of  Medicine 

Dear  Dean  Davis: 

Yours  of  the  2nd  transmitting  and  referring  to  certain  correspond- 
ence between  Dr.  Petersen  and  yourself  has  been  received  by  me  and  also  dis- 
cussed with  Dean  Carmichael.   I  am  also  aware  of  some  of  the  background  of 
the  situation  as  presented  to  me  by  Dr.  Petersen  in  a  conference  granted  at 
his  request. 

As  Dean  of  the  College  of  Medicine  and  also  Head  of  the  Department 
of  Pathology  it  is  your  function  to  make  final  recommendations  to  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  salary  expense  and  equipment  budgets  and  undergraduate  teaching 
programs  of  all  departments  of  the  College.   This  implies  also  recommenda- 
tions for  appointments,  and  promotions  in  rank  and  salary.   Matters  dealing 
with  graduate  teaching  and  research  such  as  the  approval  of  courses  and  re- 
search projects  are  the  function  of  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School.   In  the 
case  of  research  projects  where  departmental  equipment  and  facilities  are 
involved  the  approval  of  the  Head  of  the  Department  concerned  is  also  neces- 
sary. 

In  the  present  instance,  we  are  concerned  with  a  proposed  research 
project,  which  has  not  been  specifically  outlined  by  Dr.  Petersen,  at  least 
not  to  the  satisfaction  of  Dean  Carmichael.   This  project  involves  moreover, 
as  I  understand  it,  certain  college  equipment  and  facilities,  namely  hospital 
beds  under  the  administrative  supervision  of  the  Dean  of  the  College  of  Medi- 
cine.  Undoubtedly  such  a  project  will  also  sooner  or  later  involve  assign- 
ments of  Departmental  or  Graduate  School  funds,  or  funds  from  some  outside 
source. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  for  Dr.  Petersen  to  definitely 
outline  his  project  and  present  a  proposed  budget,  indicating  specifically 
also  what  equipment  and  facilities  he  may  need.   If  the  project  and  budget 
and  use  of  equipment  and  facilities  are  approved  by  the  Dean  of  the  College 
and  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School,  within  either  or  both  of  their  respective 
budget  assignments  and  available  facilities  and  equipment,  nothing  further  is 
necessary  in  order  for  Dr.  Petersen  to  proceed.   If  additional  general  Uni- 
versity funds  are  needed,  then  the  matter  must  be  presented  to  the  President. 

I  feel  every  reasonable  consideration  should  be  given  to  Dr. 
Petersen's  request  when  he  complies  with  the  above  conditions.   The  Dean  of 
the  College  and  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School,  in  so  far  as  the  request 
affects  their  respective  divisions,  shall  decide  whether  or  not  the  condi- 
tions have  been  met.   The  purely  technical  and  professional  merits  of  the 
request  for  a  research  project  are  entirely  in  their  hands. 

A  copy  of  this  letter  is  being  sent  to  Dr.  Petersen  and  Dean 
Carmichael. 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  C.  Willard 
President 


On  April   15,    two  months  later,    the  President  presided  at  a  large  con- 
ference In  Chicago  at  which  there  were  present  various  members  of  the  Faculty 
who  by  this  time  were  presumably   Interested  In  air  conditioning.     These 
Included  Welker,   Keeton,    Carmtchael,    Wakerltn,    Davis,    Gellhorn,   Petersen,    et 
al.      This  discussion  was  general  -  Dr.   Keeton,    who  had  by  now  established  a 
de[actq  primary  Interest  because  he  had  sole  control  of  air  conditioned  rooms 
as  well  as  of  beds,   outlined  a  series  of  studies  to  be  carried  out  on  certain 
types  of  patients.     It  had  been  explained  to  me  that  Keeton' s  work  would  be 
limited  solely  to  the  determination  of  certain  physiological  changes  asso- 
ciated with  change  In  the  environment.     Now  his  program  was  rapidly  expanding. 

After  the  conference  (April  17,  1939)  I  wrote  the  following  letter  (30) 
to  Dean  Davis,  sending  a  copy  to  Wtllard  and  to  the  men  who  had  attended  the 
conference.     The  summer  passed  and  nothing  happened.        (31-32) 

April   17,    1939 

(30) 
TO       DAVIS 

Dear  Dean  Davis* 

In  view  of  the  outline  of  proceeding  presented  by  Dr.  Keeton 
at  the  President's  conference  this  past  Saturday,  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of 
enclosing  two  marked  pages,  one  from  the  preface,  the  other  from  the  conclud- 
ing chapter  of  Part  3  of  volume  IV  of  "The  Patient  and  the  Weather." 

I  have  no  intention  of  accepting  without  protest  the  situa- 
tion that  has  developed  under  the  arrangement  entered  into  by  the  Dean  of  the 
Graduate  School,  Dr.  Welker,  and  Dr.  Keeton. 

After  the  tedious  work  of  grubbing  and  spading  for  more  than 
a  decade  on  this  particular  problem,  after  spending  well  over  $25,000  of  my 
own  funds  in  its  development  during  years  that  have  been  difficult  enough 
financially,  and  after  experiencing  the  odium  caused  by  the  persistence  of 
the  investigation  of  a  problem  that  was  considered  visionary  and  "cracked", 
the  clinical  distillate  is  now  to  be  garnered  by  Dr.  Keeton  and  his  associ- 
ates. 

Might  I  ask  what  the  object  of  all  the  effort  on  my  part  has 
been  if  not  the  therapeutic  implication?   Is  it  presumed  that  those  of  us  who 
perforce  have  no  access  to  beds  of  our  own  are  to  surrender  our  ideas  for  ex- 
ploitation by  the  clinical  colleagues  who  have? 

At  this  time  I  would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  elabor- 
ate promises  that  were  made  to  me  more  than  twenty  years  ago  both  by  Dean 
Eycleshymer  as  well  as  by  Dean  Davis,  that  at  the  very  first  opportunity  beds 
for  clinical  observation  were  to  be  placed  at  my  disposal.   For  that  and  for 
no  other  reason  did  I  enter  the  service  of  the  University  of  Illinois.   If 
you  care  to  dispute  the  correctness  of  this  statement  I  would  appreciate  it 
if  you  would  so  indicate  in  your  acknowledgment  of  this  letter.   If  the  state- 
ment is  correct  then  I  must  unequivocably  demand  that  these  promises  be 
finally  'fulfilled. 

You  may  recall  that  I  specifically  requested  such  clinical 
beds  from  the  President  at  the  only  opportunity  that  I  had  of  presenting  the 
subject  in  a  conference  in  your  office  at  the  time  of  his  first  visit  to  the 
Medical  College. 

If  the  present  plan  devised  by  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate 
School  and  by  Dr.  Welker,  and  which  evidently  has  had  your  approval,  is 


carried  out,  it  will  represent  an  obvious  and  simple  theft,   I  have  too  high 
an  opinion  of  Dr.  Keeton's  sense  of  honor  to  believe  for  one  moment  that  he 
would  be  a  willing  party  to  any  such  arrangement  when  once  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  implication  involved. 

When  I  was  first  informed  of  the  present  arrangement  by  Dr. 
Welker  I  pointed  out  to  him  and  to  you  and  to  President  Willard  the  injustice 
of  the  procedure.   Neither  you  nor  the  President  have  evidently  considered  it 
expedient  to  take  notice  of  my  protest.   A  rather  patient  subordinate  in  your 
department,  I  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  from  you,  as  the  Head  of  the 
Department,  I  might  at  the  very  least  expect  protection  of  ideas  and  work. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  must  admit  complete  bewilderment  in  a  situation  in 
which  I  cannot  but  sense  the  betrayal  of  the  implied  trust  that  would  nor- 
mally be  regarded  as  inherent  in  your  relations  to  me  as  a  member  of  your 
staff  for  more  than  two  decades,  as  well  as  to  my  work  and  ideas,  which, 
after  all,  have  been  wholly  under  your  jurisdiction. 

I  presume  that  I  should  have  felt  immediately  flattered  by 
the  pleasant  words  of  commendation  expressed  by  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate 
School  at  the  meeting.   I  would  have  been,  had  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate 
School  ever  found  time  or  inclination  for  as  much  as  a  ten  minute  discussion 
of  problems  that  have  been  of  vital  interest  to  me  during  the  nine  years 
since  he  has  been  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School.   I  am  more  than  gratified  that 
colleagues  that  formerly  expressed  open  derision  should  now  turn  to  the  sub- 
ject as  one  that  might  be  proper  for  study.   It  goes  without  saying  that  I 
have  always  welcomed  even  the  most  hesitant  cooperation  and  that  I  will  in 
the  future  be  more  than  happy  to  cooperate  in  any  possible  fashion  in  the 
development  of  the  field,  but  most  certainly  I  do  not  propose  to  abandon  my 
very  proper  right  in  this  clinical  and  scientific  field  to  colleagues  who  are 
now  to  develop  the  presumptive  therapeutic  usefulness  after  success  seems 
assured. 

In  taking  exception  to  the  propriety  of  the  proceedings  ini- 
tiated by  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School  and  Dr.  Welker  and  outlined  by 
Dr.  Keeton,  I  may  be  wholly  wrong.   If  there  is  any  doubt  on  the  part  of  the 
President  of  the  University  I  would  welcome  an  examination  of  the  subject  by 
any  group  of  my  Urbana  colleagues  who  might  be  designated  by  the  President. 

Quite  apart  from  the  personal  problem  involved,  it  should  be 
of  general  academic  importance  to  determine  the  propriety  of  the  transfer  by 
the  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School  and  the  Dean  of  the  Medical  School  (who  in 
this  instance  is  also  the  Head  of  the  Department  involved)  of  a  major 
scientific  and  clinical  problem  without  at  any  time  as  much  as  even  consult- 
ing the  individual  or  individuals  who  have  been  directly  concerned  in  the 
preceding  development  of  the  field. 

In  the  meantime  I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  will  have  no 
objection  if  I  submit  a  copy  of  this  note  to  the  gentlemen  who  participated 
in  the  conference  so  that  my  position  in  the  matter  may  be  perfectly  clear. 
They  will,  I  am  certain,  regard  the  matter,  as  confidential. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


WP-.MR  Wm.  F.  Petersen 

Dean  D.  J.  Davis, 
Chicago,  Illinois 


Apri]    22,    L939 


TO        PETERSEN 

Dr.  William  F.  Petersen 
College  of  Medicine 

Dear  Doctor  Petersen: 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  letter  of  April  17, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  one  to  Dean  Davis  of  the  same  date,  con- 
cerning the  informal  conference  we  had  at  the  College  of 
Medicine  on  April  15  with  several  members  of  the  staff  who  are 
interested  in  various  aspects  of  air  conditioning  research. 

The  principal  purpose  of  this  conference  was  to  con- 
sider the  feasibility  of  setting  up  a  coordinated  program  and 
then,  if  possible,  secure  the  funds  for  carrying  it  out.   In 
such  a  program,  in  which  many  men  in  various  fields  of  science 
and  technology  are  interested,  it  is  my  expectation  that  we  may 
properly  and  effectively  provide  for  a  continuation  and  expan- 
sion of  your  own  research  work. 


Sincerely  yours 


A.  C.  Willard 
President 


Transmitted  through  Dean  Davis 

April   28,    1939 

(32) 

TO        WILLARD 

My  dear  Mr.  President* 

I  have  greatly  appreciated  the  courtesy  of 
your  note  of  April  22nd.   I  believe  that  you  will  not  regard  my 
attitude  as  one  of  intransigence  for  I  shall  at  all  times  be 
glad  to  fit  into  any  program  that  you  consider  fair.   I  have  only 
objected  to  the  perfectly  obvious  lack  of  consideration  so  far 
displayed  by  the  authorities  from  whom  heretofore  I  sought  co- 
operation. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

WP:MR  Wm.  F.  Petersen 

President,  A.  C.  Willard 
University  of  Illinois, 
Urbana,  Illinois. 


I  finally  insisted  on  action  in  retard  to  my  resignation  from  the 
Graduate  School. 

This  resulted   (October  24,    1939)    in  a  direct   (33)   expression  from 
Willard  concerning   the  propriety  of  the  original  contract  entered  into 
between  the  Graduate  School  and  the  American  Society  of  Heating  and  Ventilat- 
ing Engineers. 

The  President  decided  that  ff  11  lard,    Carmichael,   Davis,    Welker  and  Keeton 
had  been  right,    that   it  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  administration 
(I.e.    Millard-  Carmichael)    "to  assign  technical  responsibility  for  the  direc- 
tion of  the  special   research  project   from  one  department  to  another,    the   im- 
mediate responsibility  resting   largely  with  the  Dean  of  the  College",    i.    e. 
Davis. 

In  other  words,    it  was  fair  practice  and  proper  University  ethics  to  turn 
over  to  Keeton  all  necessary  equipment,   personnel,    beds,   patients   (without  at 
any  time  ever  consulting  any  of  those  of  us  who  had  originated  the  problem), 
thus  effectively  block  any  further  progress  on  our  part.     And  after  having 
such  opportunities  made  available  to  him,    it  was  considered  fair  and  ethical 
that  we  were  to  be  excluded,    as  far  as  he  was  concerned,    from  consultation  or 
from  any  opportunity  to  ever  make  use  of  such  rooms  and  patients,    etc.    which 
had  been  made  available  to  him.     For   "the  special   research  problem   (i.    e.    the 
effect  of  the  air  mass  change  on  the  human!)   was  not  believed  to  be  of  special 
interest  to  you! "  wrote  the  President. 

It  was  my  intent   to  resign  at  this  time,    but   the  possibility  of  a  change 
in  University  policy,   made  probable  by  the  appointment  of  Dean  Allen  as 
Executive  Dean,    caused  me  to  procrastinate. 

University  of  Illinois 

October  24,  1959 

Received 
Medicine 
Administration 
TOPETERSEN  Oct  31    1939 

Dr.  William  F.  Petersen  (33) 

Department  of  Pathology  and 

Bacteriology 
College  of  Medicine 

Dear  Doctor  Petersen: 

Dean  Carmichael  has  referred  to  me  your  request  that  your  resigna- 
tion from  the  Graduate  School  Teaching  Faculty  be  accepted  because  this  in- 
volves a  general  question  of  University  policy. 

I  am  aware  of  the  circumstances,  some  of  them  at  least,  which  led 
you  to  submit  this  resignation,  but  it  is  not  clear  to  me  that  they  consti- 
tute sufficient  justification  for  favorable  action  thereon.  "This  would  imply 
that  a  member  of  the  faculty  has  a  right  to  refrain  from,  or  at  any  rate  to 
ask  that  he  be  excused  from,  the  performance  of  customary  and  assigned  duties 
which  are  naturally  associated  with  his  position  and  which  the  University  may 
properly  expect  of  him.   There  are  circumstances  under  which  it  is  appropri- 
ate for  a  member  of  the  staff  to  seek  relief  from  certain  duties  incidental 
to  his  position,  such  as,  for  example,  considerations  of  health  or  because 


the  interests  of  the  University  will  best  be  served  if  he  can  devote  his 
energies  exclusively  to  one  line  of  work.   The  Graduate  School  needs  in  the 
field  of  Pathology  the  services  of  one  of  your  background  of  training  and 
ability.   The  fact  that  you  disagree  with  certain  policies  or  with  decisions 
affecting  your  research  program  does  not  in  my  opinion  constitute  sufficient 
reason  for  being  relieved  of  membership  on  the  Graduate  School  Teaching 
Faculty. 

Furthermore,  I  wish  to  point  out  that  the  conditions  against  which 
you  protested  have  been  reviewed  both  by  the  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School  and 
by  the  President  in  conferences  with  the  Dean  of  the  College  of  Medicine  and 
with  you.   So  far  as  I  am  aware,  you  can  consider  these  "conditions"  are  un- 
satisfactory, (l)  because  the  Dean  of  the  College  has  not  been  able  to 
assign  additional  beds  for  your  research  program  on  which  you  have  expended 
much  effort,  time,  and  money;  (2)  because  a  special  cooperative  research 
program  closely  related  to  your  field  of  research  has  been  assigned  to  and 
is  being  prosecuted  in  another  department;  and  (3)  lack  of  University  funds 
for  use  in  your  research  program.   There  may  be  other  reasons,  but  I  am  not 
aware  of  them. 

The  proper  and  adequate  solution  of  the  first  problem  is  largely 
dependent  upon  a  material  addition  to  our  bed  capacity  by  the  erection  of 
an  additional  hospital  unit,  preferably  by  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 
Many  other  staff  members  and  departments  of  the  Chicago  College  are  suffer- 
ing from  this  deficiency  in  bed  capacity  as  it  affects  both  teaching  and  re- 
search.  Relief  in  this  situation  is  receiving  every  possible  consideration 
by  the  administrative  officers  in  Chicago. 

The  second  problem  results  as  a  matter  of  administrative  procedure 
in  assigning  the  technical  responsibility  for  the  direction  of  a  special 
research  program  to  one  department  rather  than  to  another.   In  such  circum- 
stances, I  suppose  a  number  of  factors  must  be  weighed  -  such  as  priority  of 
activity,  experience  in  the  special  and  related  fields,  facilities,  and  many 
others  which  have  a  bearing  on  the  main  objectives  sought  by  the  cooperative 
program.   The  immediate  responsibility  for  such  an  assignment  must  rest 
largely  with  the  Dean  of  the  College.   The  decision  as  made  has  been  re- 
viewed and  restudied,  as  I  understand  it,  and  the  assignment  has  been  con- 
tinued as  originally  made  since  the  special  research  program  was  not  believed 
to  be  of  particular  interest  to  you. 

The  third  condition  has  received  a  great  deal  of  attention  from 
both  of  the  Deans  already  referred  to  as  well  as  the  President.   As  you  know, 
much  time  and  effort  have  been  devoted  to  an  attempt  to  arrange  for  the 
correlation  (through  conferences  of  the  interested  parties)  of  all  the  re- 
search work  of  the  University  now  in  progress  in  the  field  of  "air  condition- 
ing" both  in  the  Chicago  and  Urbana  departments  in  order  to  set  up  a  cor- 
related if  not  an  integrated  program  in  which  many  members  of  our  scientific 
staffs  might  participate  effectively  and  without  undue  duplication  of  effort 
and  expense.   One  of  the  principal  objectives  of  this  correlated  and  compre- 
hensive program  was  to  enable  the  President  to  request  and  justify  an  assign- 
ment of  funds  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Director  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  for  the  more  adequate  support  of  such  a  program  in  this  very 
important  field  of  research  now  generally  recognized  as  of  immense  signifi- 
cance in  engineering,  medicine,  agriculture,  and  public  health. 

As  you  know,  Professor  M.  K.  Fahnestock  of  the  Engineering  Experi- 
ment Station  staff  has  devoted  a  great  amount  of  time  to  the  study  of  such  a 
possible  correlated  research  program  through  personal  conferences  with  all 
those  staff  members  most  interested  in  this  general  field.   At  least  two 


major  conferences  have  been  held  -  one  in  Urbana  and  one  in  Chicago.   More- 
over ,  definite  recommendations  relating  particularly  to  the  research  work  in 
the  Chicago  departments  and  involving  considerable  amounts  of  funds  have  been 
made  and  detailed  plans  prepared.   It  is  quite  impossible  to  proceed  further 
with  these  recommendations  and  plans  just  at  present  in  view  of  drastic  and 
unanticipated  restrictions  in  our  1939-41  budget.   We  have  had  to  defer  a 
great  many  requests  for  funds  for  teaching  and  research  equipment  and  facili- 
ties, and  are  now  operating  on  the  closest  income  and  expenditure  budgets 
within  my  knowledge  or  experience  of  University  affairs. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  above  statements  are  essential  to  a  proper 
consideration  of  the  situation  about  which  we  are  all  concerned.   I  trust  you 
will  appreciate  my  reasons  for  presenting  them  in  some  detail,  and  that  you 
will  reconsider  your  request. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Signed     A.  C.  Willard 
President 

Transmitted  through  the  Offices  of  Dr.  Raymond  B.  Allen,  Executive  Dean,  and 
Dean  D.  J.  Davis. 

Initialed     R.    B.    A. 
D.    J.    D. 


Nov.    6,    1939 

(34) 

TO       WILLARD 

My  dear  Mr.  President: 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  October  24th  which  has 
reached  me  through  the  hands  of  Deans  Allen  and  Davis. 

If  it  is  agreeable  to  you  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
discussing  the  matter  with  Dean  Allen  before  I  answer  your  letter  more  fully. 

Permit  me  in  the  meantime  to  express  my  appreciation 

for  the  thought  and  attention  that  you  have  given  the  matter  and  my  regret 

that  so  much  of  your  time  has  been  taken  by  an  affair  which,  in  the  ordinary 

course  of  events,  should  have  been  relatively  unimportant  and  readily  solved. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Wm.  F.  Petersen 
WPjMR 


President  A.  C.  Willard, 
University  of  Illinois, 
Urbana,  Illinois 


In  the  period  of  rapid  expansion  of  the  Chicago  Professional 
School  iroup   the   total    inadequacy  of  management   by  some  Deans  had 
become  painfully  evident,    but  nothing  had  been  done  about    it, 
because,    in  the  hierarchal  system  that  obtains  in  some  Universi- 
ties,   inefficiency  and   Ineptitude   in  administrative  positions  is 
taken  for  granted. 

The  chief  local  authority  finally  rested   In  the  Physical 
Plant  Department  where  the  staff  members  came  to  the  very  logical 
conclusion  that  the  Physical  Plant  existed  for  the  sake  of  the 
Physical  Plant,    teaching  and  Investigative  functions  being  of  no 
particular  significance. 

Ultimately  the  Trustees  of  the  University  must  have  become 
aware  of  the  situation  and  sought  to  solve  it  by  the  appointment 
of  Dr.   Allen,   as  Executive  Dean.     Under  his  vigorous  stimulus 
tremendous  strides  have  been  made  and  at   least  some  semblance  of 
progress  has  been  possible  even  in  the  teaching  arrangements  in 
Pathology,    in   itself  a  delicate  subject,   which  would  take  much 
time  and  divert   from  the  topic  here  involved. 

Allen  made  an  effort   to  solve  my  difficulties  but   insisted 
on  starting  on  the  basis  of  the  existing  situation,    i.    e.   with 
Keeton  in  complete  charge.     A  very  elaborate  plan  was  projected 
for  very  expensive  series  of  controlled  rooms,    again  under 
'committee'  management.      The  period  from  1939  to  1942  has  been 
occupied  with  discussions  and  plans,   with  a  final    'all  out'  com- 
mittee meeting   in  May  of  this  year  at  which  time  one  of  Dr. 
Keeton' s  tactful  young  men   (Hick)  made   it  very  plain  that   "we 
would  all  cooperate  or  else!" 

The  problem  of  priorities  for  construction  materials  quashed 
the  entire  project  except  that  part  which  had  to  do  with  supply- 
ing Dr.   Keeton  with  further  equipment. 

Finally,   on  October  23rd  of  this  year,   Mr.  Pearce,    the  Head 
of  the  Physical  Plant  Department,   came  to  me  on  instructions  from 
Dean  Davis  with  the  request  that  rooms  occupied  by  the  Pathology 
group  be  vacated  to  provide  Dr.   Keeton  with  laboratory  space  to 
establish  a  chemical   laboratory  which  was  to  be  used  in  his  study 
of  patients  in  air  conditioned   rooms. 

I  thereupon  sent  the  following  letter  of  resignation  to  the 
President   (35)   and  wrote  a  concurrent  note  to  Dr.   Davis.      (36) 


TO        WILLARD  Oct.    27,    1942 

(35) 
My  dear  Mr.  Willard: 

I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  hereby  tendering  my 
resignation  from  my  position  as  a  Professor  in  the  Department  of 
Pathology,  Bacteriology  and  Public  Health,  to  take  effect  at  your 
pleasure  but  not  later  than  January  1,  1943. 

This  step,  much  to  my  regret,  is  only  the 
logical  outcome  of  the  decision  reached  by  you  three  years  ago  and 
outlined  in  your  letter  of  October  24,  1939.   Since  that  time  I 


had  harbored  the  apparently  illusive  hope  that,  in  the  light  of 
information  that  must  since  have  come  rather  prominently  to  your 
attention  concerning  the  administration  of  the  so-called  Graduate 
School  as  well  as  the  Department  of  Pathology,  Bacteriology  and 
Public  Health,  your  decision  then  reached  might  have  been  modi- 
fied. 

Possibly,  too,  it  is  a  logical  outcome 
implied  in  the  statement  which  you  made  when  I  first  had  the 
opportunity  of  meeting  you  in  the  autumn  of  1934  at  which  time 
I  requested  some  assistance  in  the  study  of  the  effect  of  the  air 
mass  on  the  human  and  you  replied  'five  years  mean  nothing  in  a 
research  project. '   I  suspect  that  possibly  the  Army  and  the 
Navy  might  have~~made  use  of  data  that  is  now  so  frantically 
sought  under  conditions  of  stress. 

In  1934  I  at  least  had  the  opportunity  of 
studying  patients,  had  enthusiastic  coworkers  and  technical 
assistance,  even  if  I  had  no  further  assistance  from  the  Univer- 
sity. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  feel  that  I  can  be 
of  no  further  use  to  the  University.   My  self-respect  will  not 
permit  continuing  in  any  position  only  because  its  loss  would  en- 
tail serious  financial  sacrifice  at  this  most  uncertain  time. 

Needless  to  say  I  have  provided  that  the 
immediate  courses  for  which  I  have  been  given  responsibility 
will  be  continued  without  any  disturbance  or  impairment  after 
January  1st.   On  the  other  hand  I  take  it  for  granted  that  all 
investigative  records  and  lantern  slides  will  remain  at  my  dis- 
posal. 

A  copy  of  this  letter  is  being  forwarded  to 
Dean  Davis  for  his  information. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Wm.  F.  Petersen 


WP:MR 


Oct.    27,    1942 


(36) 


TO        DAVIS 


My  dear  Dr.    Davis: 

Mr.  Pearce  came  in  to  see  me  yesterday  with 
your  direction  that  we  arrange  to  turn  over  some  rooms  (now 
presumably  under  our  jurisdiction  on  the  second  floor)  to 
provide  Dr.  Keeton  with  laboratories  for  his  climatic  work. 
Naturally  I  told  Mr.  Pearce  that  he  was  more  than  welcome  to 
anything  that  was  available. 

Since  I  understood  from  Mr.  Pearce  that 
Dr.  Keeton  is  now  interested  in  chemical  studies  it  might  pos- 
sibly be  appropriate  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  chemical  assistant  now  attached  to  the  Pathology  Department 
has  not  been  fully  occupied  since  we  can  no  longer  observe 
patients.   In  view  of  the  importance  of  Dr.  Keeton' s  work  as 
it  applies  to  a  great  variety  of  truly  emergency  problems  for 
the  Army  and  Navy  it  would  give  me  pleasure  if  we  could  release 
Mrs.  Whitcomb ' s  services  so  that  they  would  be  available  to 
Dr.  Keeton. 

We  haven't  much  in  the  way  of  chemical 
apparatus,  but  the  little  there  is  might  also  be  made  avail- 
able. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  enclosing  copy  of  a  let- 
ter of  resignation  addressed  to  the  President. 

When  I  came  to  the  University  in  1916  and 
again  returned  after  Army  service  in  1920  I  was  repeatedly 
promised  —  by  Dr.  Eichelsheimer  and  by  yourself  and  by 
Dr.  Welker  —  that  research  beds  would  be  placed  at  my  dispos- 
al in  number  commensurate  with  my  needs.   Through  the  early 
years  I  took  lack  of  facilities,  of  beds,  and  lack  of  patients 
for  granted.   When  available,  I  accepted  whatever  was  given  de- 
spite limitations,  making  use  of  my  own  resources  when  neces- 
sary and  sharing  with  other  departments.   When  finally  in  the 
program  of  building,  other  departments  prospered  and  developed 
and  we  had  nothing,  I  did  not  object  because  I  depended  on 
your  sense  of  fairness  to  see  to  it  that  we  might  ultimately 
attain  some  permanent  quarters.   When  these  were  finally  pro- 
vided and  partially  furnished,  they  were,  much  to  my  regret, 
promptly  redistributed  (Dentistry  and  Pharmacy).   When  despite 
these  handicaps,  on  the  basis  of  rather  tedious  experiments 
(lymph,  leucocytes,  chemistry)  I  worked  out  a  long  range 
basic  problem,  I  worked  at  it  indefatigably,  supported  it 
with  my  own  money  and  took  it  for  granted  that  I  might  at 
least  count  on  you  for  some  furtherance.   Now,  after  26  years, 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  further  the  plain  ****  of  a 


problem  by  Dr.  Keeton  -  I  regret  that  I  must  use  the  term, 
though  in  connection  therewith  I  recall  with  rather  grim 
satisfaction  that  Dr.  Keeton  was  once  publicly  reprimanded 
by  the  Chicago  Medical  Society  for  what  was  regarded  as  un- 
ethical conduct  —  all  this  while  every  possibility  to 
continue  the  work  in  the  Pathology  group  has  been  very 
successfully  impeded.  ***  Footnote. 

Your  final  direction  through  Mr.  Pearce  is, 
under  these  conditions,  tantamount  to  a  request  for  my  resig- 
nation and  I  accordingly  have  no  alternative. 

It  is  not  a  pleasant  termination  of  an 
association  that  at  one  time  -  at  least  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned -  was  one  of  absolute  loyalty  to  you  and  devotion  to  a 
task  that  gave  me  pleasure  -  it  is  the  more  distressing  at  the 
present  time  but  there  are  certain  situations  when  matters  of 
honor  rather  than  expediency  must  govern. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


WPtMR  Wm.  F.  Petersen 


Dr.  D.  J.  Davis,  Dean 
Chicago,  111. 


***  Footnote 


Case  of  Drs.  Robert  Keeton,  Geo.  Funck,  F.  Lee  Stone, 
A.  C.  Tenney  and  Harold  Hulbert. 

These  doctors  were  all  charged  with  unethical  conduct  be- 
cause of  their  relation  to  the  Marmola  Company. 

Drs.  Keeton,  Funck  and  Stone  appeared  before  the  committee 
and  admitted  the  charges,  expressed  contrition,  assured  tiie 
committee  they  would  never  again  be  inveigled  into  this  type  of 
work. 

The  Committee  feels  they  have  received  enough  punishment 
through  publicity,  etc.,  and  recommends  no  further  discipline. 

Chicago  Medical  Society  Bulletin,  June  15,  1929,  vol.  31,  p.  28, 


Nov.  12,  1942 
TO   MR.   MOON  (37) 

Dear  Mr.  Moon* 

I  would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  I  might  obtain 
the  permission  of  the  Executive  Faculty  to  make  a  five  minute 
presentation  of  the  reasons  for  my  resignation  from  the  Medical 
Faculty  before  the  general  faculty  meeting  in  December. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
WP:MR  Wm.  F.  Petersen 

Mr.  G.  R.  Moon,  Secretary 
Executive  Committee 
Chicago,  111. 


Chicago,  Illinois 
November  30,  1942 

(33) 


Dr.  William  F.  Petersen 
Department  of  Pathology 
University  of  Illinois 

Dear  Dr.  Petersen: 

I  am  very  sorry  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  unable  to 
secure  approval  of  your  request  to  speak  to  the  Executive 
Staff  of  the  College  of  Medicine  at  the  next  meeting.   I 
have  delayed  answering  your  note  in  order  to  make  sure 
that  I  have  canvassed  every  possible  angle. 


Very  truly  yours, 


George  R.  Moon 
Examiner  and  Recorder 


GRM:M 


November   30,    1942 


(39) 

TO        PETERSEN 

Dear  Doctor  Petersen: 

Your  letter  of  November  12  to  Mr.  Moon 
requesting  time  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
College  of  Medicine  to  explain  your  resignation  has  been  re- 
ferred to  me.   I  have  discussed  this  request  with  Dean  Davis 
and  President  Willard,  and  I  am  writing  to  advise  you  that 
the  request  can  not  be  granted  because  the  faculty  has  nothing 
to  do  with  questions  of  appointments  and  resignations.   These 
matters  are  handled  by  the  administrative  officers  and  the 
Board  of  Trustees.   The  President  has  said  that  he  would  be 
glad  to  arrange  for  an  opportunity  for  you  to  make  any  state- 
ment you  wish  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  if  it  is  your  desire,  to 
do  so. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


rba:c 


Raymond  B.  Allen 
Executive  Dean 


December  11,  1942 


Professor  William  F.  Petersen 
Department  of  Pathology  and  Bacteriology 
College  of  Medicine 
1853  West  Polk  Street 
Chicago,  111. 

Dear  Profess.or  Petersen: 

Action  on  your  letter  of  October  27,  tendering  your  resignation 
as  Professor  of  Pathology,  Bacteriology  and  Public  Health  to  become  ef- 
fective not  later  than  January  1,  1943,  has  been  delayed  until  I  could 
consult  with  Deans  Davis  and  Allen  and  secure  their  recommendations.  As 
you  know,  Dean  Allen  was  ill  for  several  weeks  and  has  not  been  able  to 
give  the  matter  his  attention  until  recently.   I  deeply  regret  that  you 
feel  impelled  to  submit  your  resignation,  but  I  judge  from  the  state- 
ments made  in  your  letter  that  you  have  made  up  your  mind  and  that  this 
decision  is  final.   Under  the  circumstances,  I  will  recommend  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  acceptance  of  your  resignation,  effective  as  you  re- 
quest, January  1,  1943. 

Dean  Allen  informed  me  that  you  submitted  a  request  through 
Mr.  Moon  for  the  permission  of  the  Executive  Faculty  to  explain  your 
resignation  at  a  meeting  of  the  general  faculty  of  the  College  of 
Medicine  to  be  held  in  December.   I  instructed  him  to  inform  you  that 
such  a  request  should  not  be  granted  because  the  faculty  is  not  the 
appropriate  body  to  consider  such  matters  and  has  no  responsibility  for 
appointments  to  and  resignations  from  the  staff.   I  stated  further  that 
if  you  desire  to  make  a  statement  before  any  University  body  I  would 
ask  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  give  you  a  hearing.   Will  you  please  let 
me  know  if  you  wish  to  appear  before  the  Board  in  person  or  wish  to 
present  a  further  statement  concerning  your  resignation  from  the  Uni- 
versity faculty. 


Sincerely  yours, 

A.  C.  Willard 
President 

Transmitted  through  Executive  Dean  R.  B.  Allen  and  Dean  D.  J.  Davis 


This  has  been  a  long  record.   I  have  not  touched  upon  the  im- 
possible situations  that  had  developed  during  the  years  in  the  actual 
routine  of  teaching  in  pathology  -  inadequate  housing;  part-time  staff; 
students  so  regimented  that  they  could  never  attend  post-mortem 
demonstrations;  the  futile  attempts  to  build  up  a  museum;  the  discour- 
agements of  my  loyal  associates,  who,  no  matter  how  willing  or  indus- 
trious, received  no  encouragement  whatever;  the  inadequate  teaching 
budget  (quite  apart  from  a  lack  of  research  funds);  the  continuous 
drain  on  private  resources  to  provide  at  least  some  possibility  of  ad- 
vancing an  investigation.   All  this  is  ancient  history. 

My  criticism  is  directed  against  a  situation  devised  by  the 
Dean  of  the  Graduate  School  and  his  mentor,  Welker.   During  their  ad- 
ministration I  had  abundant  evidence  of  corruption  in  a  division  of  our 
own  department  (Bacteriology).   Every  one  in  Chicago  who  read  the 
papers  knew  of  it.   But  Carmichael  and  Welker,  either  because  of  timid- 
ity or  stupidity,  did  nothing  about  it  until  forced  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees.   Yet  these  same  men,  Carmichael  and  Welker,  with  the  compla- 
cent approval  of  Davis  and  the  acquisitive  selfishness  of  Keeton,  have 
for  years  completely  blocked  all  efforts  to  work  in  a  field  in  which  we 
had  pioneered. 

You  will  recall  from  the  President's  letter  (33)  of  October  24, 
1939  that  he  felt  justified  in  the  assignment  of  my  problem  to  Keeton 
on  (1)  priority  of  activity,  (2)  experience  in  special  or  related 
fields,  (3)  facilities,  (4)  'and  many  other  factors.' 

(1)  On  the  first  score  there  is  no  argument  -  Keeton  has  never 
been  in  the  picture.   (2)  On  the  second  the  publications  will  bear  elo- 
quent testimony.   (See  appendix)   (3)  I  had  been  promised  beds  for 
years  -  the  implied  contract  was  simply  ignored  by  the  University 
authorities,   I  had  no  beds,  Keeton  had  the  beds  (i.  e.,  the  facilities). 
All  other  facilities  were  provided  after  the  contract  was  made,  they 
were  not  available  before. 

There  were  'many  other  factors'  I   One  involved  my  frank  and  open 
criticism  of  the  entire  conduct  of  the  Graduate  School,  the  cheapening  of 
its  degrees,  the  total  incompetence  of  the  two  men  who  were  in  controlling 
responsible  positions. 

Another  involved  my  objection  to  the  discreditable  conduct  of  af- 
fairs in  the  Division  of  Bacteriology.   The  responsibility  of  this  rested 
wholly  on  Davis,  Carmichael  and  Welker,  who,  though  aware  (if  not  aware, 
then  paralyzed)  made  no  effort  to  check  abuses.   The  scandal,  uncovered 
by  resolute  action  of  certain  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  was 
hushed  and  the  same  men  who  protected  dishonesty  and  incompetency  are  the 
same  men  who  have  made  my  work  impossible. 

My  only  regret  is  that  some  of  my  loyal  associates,  who  have  had 
to  share  the  opprobrium  and  odium  that  has  attached  to  my  willful  resis- 
tance to  a  shameful  situation,  may,  with  some  sense  of  justice,  feel  that 
I  am  deserting  them.   On  the  contrary,  I  hope  that  their  path  may  be  made 
easier  and  their  opportunities  greater  —  to  them  alone  I  am  grateful  for 
encouragement  in  dreary  years. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

WP:MR  Wm.  F.  Petersen 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
University  of  Illinois. 
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The  earliest  direct  approaches  to  the  problem  of  environmental 
effects  of  heat  and  cold  were  published  in  a  series  of  papers  by  Peter- 
sen and  Muller  1926-27.       The  role  of  the  skin  in  its  relation  as  an 
autonomic  integrator  was  developed  in  the  monograph  (Petersen  and 
Levinson)   1930. 

The  first  crude  observations  on  changing  temperature  of  the  normal 
human  were  made  in  the  spring  of  1930.     The  subject  was  placed  in  the 
Research  and  Educational  Hospital  refrigerator.'       A  hot  room  was 
improvised  in  one  of  the  small  animal   rooms  draped  with  wet  blankets! 
(The  University  authorities  have  not  been  able  to  furnish  us  with  any 
further  facilities  since  that  time).      The  protocols  are  dated  1930  and 
are  published  in   "The  Patient  and  the  Weather",    Volume  I,  Part  2, 
Page  399. 
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